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had met other Whigs there, as Mr. Hudson states. 
of this explgnation he could not speak, as he had 
known nothing of it, but it explained Mr. Hud- 
son’s letter; and if the gentleman from Delaware 
had reference to the same meeting as Mr. Hudson, 
ic would explain both of their letters; but if the 
gentleman from Delaware had alluded in his letter 
to the meeting held in the room of the Committee 
on Public Lands, then he, too, as well as all the 
other statements, contradict Mr. Hudson, who 
shows conclusively, that he was not himself at the 
meeting where Messrs. Culver, Mcllvaine, and 
others attended. 

Mr. G. said he would return to the issue which 
the gentleman had seen fit to make. He would 
eumit the question to the House and to the coun- 
try, whether the gentleman had not been ‘* acces- 
sory before the fact??? Had he not urged others to 
yore for the war—indeed, had he not, in fact, 
prevailed on at least one of his colleacues to vote 
fy the war? Yet this was an immaterial issue. 
While guilty of the fact itself, of voting for the 
war, it could not be very material whether he ad- 
yised others to vote for it. 

If it were right for that member to vote for the 
bill, it could not be wrong for him to urge others 
todo the same thing. If it were right for him to 
urge his colleagues and his Whig friends in this 
hall, and to prevail on some to vote for the war, it 
could not have been wrong for him to have said 
the same thing in the Whig meeting, ten minutes 
previously, as shown by Mr. Culver, and others. 
But the whole of this subterfuge was an attempt 
to evade the objections which rested in Mr. G.’s 
mind at the election of Speaker in 1843. Those 
objections were, that the member from Massa- | 
chusetts [Mr. W.] would so arrange the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs as to continue the de- 
yastation of Mexico, and the other committees so 
os to suppress the right of petition, and protect the 
slave trade here, and on the southern coast. Those | 
objections are all now sustained by the records of 
he hour. The gentleman’s own acts, during the 
last Congress, constituted@ triumphant vindica- 
tion of Mr. G.’s course. 
sity of holding up the acts of any fellow-member 
inan unfavorable light. On looking around him, 
he saw no member who held aseat in this hall 
when he commenced his service—that whole gen- | 
eration had passed away—but he would appeal to | 
every member to bear testimony, that he had not 
assailed anysgentleman, except when compelled to 
do so in self-defence. 

The feelings manifested by the gentleman [Mr. 
W.] could only have risen from the rankling irri- | 
tation of disappointed ambition. Mr. G. had 
never regretted the gentleman’s defeat, but he had 
greatly regretted the necessity of that defeat. He 
had referred to this matter at the present time in 
reply to the gentleman’s charge of misrepresenta- 
tion. He could not suffer an imputation upon the 
accuracy of his statement, even on collateral or im- | 
material facts. His own vindication had prompted 
him to say what he did. 

The position which the gentleman from Mas- | 
Sichusetts now occupied upon the subjects to 
Which reference had been made, furnished the 
most triumphant proof of every objection Mr. G. 
had urged against him. Beyond this, Mr. G. 
would make no comments on the unenviable course | 
which the gentleman had of late pursued. He 
would here take leave of the gentleman, hoping to 
‘ave no occasion hereafter to reply to any attacks 
from that quarter. 

Mr. Schenck’s Letter. 

House or Representatives, March 3, 1848. 
youn et ie reply to the interrogatories contained in 
ollection of the 1 anteslor of lanes apes winch pea 
inquire, attendine the Scones and ressections Medan st the 
lith of May, 1846 I remember however that there was 
sucha meeting of the Whi members of the House of Re 
Tesentatives, in one of the Savinittee rooms, on the mecninn 
of that day.” My colleague, Gov. Vance, { think was chair. 
man of the mente “i w resent. My impression is 
thet Mr, Woneuar eras mares SB cnamet aioe r 

sere. I cannot clearly remember 


Whether he spoke, or who did, in the conference we had on 


a oeeasion, neither can I give any information as to what 
tne passed between Mr. Winrurop and his col- 
5 


in the hall of Representatives afterward. [t was 


35 





He regretted the neces- || 


| expected, when we assembled that morning, that the Pres- 
ideut would send in a message recommending a declara- 
tion of war, and that some bill for Ufat purpose would be 
| pressed upon us by the majority; and the difficulty with 
most Whigs seemed to be, how they should be enabled, on 
the one hand, to vote for the supplies and forces necessary 
to extricate the army from its perilous position, and on the 
other hand, avoid anything that might be construed into an 
abandonment of the usurping and unconst'uttional course 
of the President, in commencing and provoking hostilities. 
I am, very respectfully yours, 
ROBERT SCHENCK. 
Havine dismissed this matter, Mr. Gippines 
next came to the question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, which he passed, with the single remark, 
that he considered it a foregone conclusion that 
that State would be received, with her present con- 
stitution, irrespective of any other question; and he 
then proceeded to discuss the relations of the North 
and South, and of the Government, to each in 
regard to the question of slavery, replying to the 
position of Mr. Toomps, that the Constitution of 
the United States isa pro-slavery constitution, and 
enforcing the duty of Congress to prohibit slavery 
in all the territories of the United States. 
[The speeches of both gentlemen will’ be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.] 
Mr. THURSTON next obtained the floor, and 
| yleided to a motion by 
| Mr. FOWLER, that the Committee rise, 
Which, being agreed to, 
The Committee rose and reported progress, 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
| The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of James McCon- 
nell and 63 other citizens of Gibson county, In‘iana, pray- 
ing for the establishing of a mail-route from Washington, 
Davis county, by way of Petersburg, in Pike county, thence 
on the new State road through the counties of Gibson and 
Vandeburg to Evansville, a distance of fifty-four miles. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of citizens of West- 
moreland county, Pennsylvania, in behalf of the surviving 
officers and soldiers of the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of James Cameron 
and 112 other citizens of Carroll county, Ohio, for the 
prohibition of slavery, by act of Congress, in all the terri- 
tories. 

Also, and for the same purpose, cne of John Downs 
and 137 other citizens otf Steabatville, Ohio. 

Also, a peution of A. L. Frazer, John Downes, and 135 
other citizens of Steubenville, Ohio, for the repeal of all 
Jaws in the District of Columbia for the support of slavery, 
or the removal of the seat of the General Government to a 
more suitable location. 

By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 100 citizens of the town 
of Alguend and vicinity, in Laporte county, Indiana, pray- 


limited quantities to actual settlers. 

Also, the petition of 212 citizens of the town of West 
Union and vicinity, in the same county and State, praying 
the same matter. 


of the city of Providence, engaged in the business of manu- 
facturing India Rubber, in reterence to the present defective 
patent laws, &ce. 

By Mr. DIMMICK: The petition of George H. Miller 
and sundry others, for the establishment of a post-route fram 


county, Pennsylvania. 
Also, the petition of M.G. Stier and sundry others, pray- 


way of Kesslerville, Filukville, Roxbury, to Lehrsville in 
Northampton county, Pennsylvania. 


county, State of New York, residing in Delhi, that slavery 
and the slave-trade may be prohibited in the territories of 
the United States. 


gitives the sight of trial by jury. 





or parts of laws, by which slavery or the slave-trade is 
authorized or sanctioned in the District of Columbia, and in 
case of their non-repeal, that the seat of Government be 
removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of citizens residing in Delhi, county 
of Delaware, and State of New York, praying that no State 


in its constitution. 


By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of John W. Goo- 
kin and 30 others, of North Yarmouth, Maine. 


Also, the petition of Alexander Ewing and 31 others, of 
Harpswell, Maine. 


Otiefield, Maine. 
Also, the petition of Seth Bailey, jr., and 200 others, 


ing Congress to make free donations of the public lands in | 


Also, the petition of manufacturers, dealers, and workinen, | 


Stroudsburg, Monroe county, to Mauch Chunk, Carbon | 
ing for the establishment of a post-route from Easton, by | 


By Mr. GOULD: The petition of citizens of Delaware 


Also, the petition of citizens of Dethi, Delaware county, {fF 
State of New York, asking the law to secure to alleged fu- | 


Also, the petition of citizens of Delaware county, State | 
of New York, residing in Delhi, asking a repeal of all laws | 


may be admitted into the Union, without prohibiting slavery | 


Alo, the petitton of Wentworth Stuart, of Harrison and || 
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of Keeport, Maine, all praying for a reduction of the rates 
of postage. 

Also, resolutions from the Kennebec county Agricultural 
Society, of Maine, in favor of an appropriation for the dis- 
tribution of agricultural information. 

Also, the memorial of John Anderson and 402 ethers, of 
Cumberland county, Maine, in tavor of granting bounty 
land to the officers and soldiers of the last war with Great 
Britain. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Fisk P. Brewer and 96 
others, members of the Sophomore Class, in Yale College, 
in the State of Connecticut, praying for the reduction of 
postage to two cents on prepaid letters of hall an ounce. 

Also, the petition of Ephraim Lyman and 75 others, eiti 


| zens and electors of Piymouth, in the State of Connecticut, 


praying for the repeal of all laws enacted by Congress, by 
which slavery or the slave-trade is authorized orsanctioned 
in the District of Columa: and that, in the event of their 
non-repeal, the seat of the National Government may be re 
moved to seme more suitable location. 

By Mr. DOTY: ‘The petition of Abel Hawley, Curtis 
Reed, and other citizens of Wisconsin, for a matl-route 
from Fort Winnebago, by the villages on Neenab river, and 
by Wanekuna and Vienastia, to Manitoweoe 

By Mr. PHOSNIX: A memorial from the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, approbatery of a bberal ware 
housing system, and suggesting amendinents to the exteting 
law. ; 

Also, several petitions of citizens of New York and else 
where, in favor of reductng the rate of postage. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition and other papers of Ben 
jamin Moore, of Harper's Perry, Virginia, praying for eom- 
pensation for his improved method of percussioning flint 
lock arms, Which has been adopted by the Ordnance Board, 
and is now in use ot the national armories, &c. 

By Mi. SCHBNCK: The memorial of 75 citizens of Erie 
county, Ohio, isking for such legislation as may obtain trom 
the British Government the free navigation of the St. 
Lawrence. 

Also, the petition of 141 citizens of Lacon, Marshall 
county, lilineis, praying for cheap postage. 

ty Mr. HENRY: The petition of A. Hammand, 8. Pen- 
field, and 116 other citizens of Pittsford, Rutland county, 
Vermont, praving for a reduction in the rate of postage. 

Ry Mr. KING. of Massachusetts: ‘The petitionof ¢ harles 
Davis and 50 other voters of Leverly, tor the establish 
ment of a rate of tWo cents postage on prepaid letters; and 
Inany Other petitions of the same purport, 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of inventors, and 
others interested in patents, residents in the city of New 
York, for a modification of the laws relating to patents. 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Dr. P. Beceher and 
49 other persons, citizens of the State of Indiana, praying for 
a post- route from Perrysburg via Gilead, Laketon, Man- 
chester, Millersburg, Liberty Mills, Springfield, Columbia, 
Popano, Cold Springs and Wolf Lake, to Port Mitchell, in 
Noble county, in the State of Indiana. 

Also, the petition of W. Marshall and 59 others, of the 
States of Ohno and ludiana, praying for a mail-route from 
Defiance, in Defianee county, Olio, via Brunersburgh and 
Farmer, in Ohio, Newville, Auburn, Lisbon and Albion, to 
Noble Lion-works, in Noble county, Indiana. 

By Mr. CIFANDLER: The petition of Henry Potts & Co., 
and other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for the enaect- 
ment of laws protecting the manulacture of iron in this 
country. 

By Mr. MOORE: The petition of William Campbell and 
other citizens of Philadelphia, asking the repeal of the act 
of February 26, 1845, extending the patent of Win. Wood- 
worth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of a public 
meeting at Newark, New Jersey, in favor of cheap postage, 
of two cents prepaid per half ounce weight, for all dis- 
tances. 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of Bloomfield, New Jer- 
sey, for one cent per newspaper,and two cents prepaid per 
half ounce letter postage, for all distances, and for other 
corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Rev. N. H. Eggleston 
and others, electors of the town of Ellington, Connecticut, 
for a uniform rate of postage. 

Also, the petition of Benedict Bull and 77 others, citizens 
and electors of Plymouth, Connecticut, againat the admis- 
sion of any State into the Union whose constitution does 
not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: A memorial from Columbus, Ohio 
upon the subject of extending the admiralty jurisdiction of 

| the courts of the United States to the navigable rivers. 

By Mr. DUK KEE: A memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Wisconsin, ssking Congress to pass an act granting 
bounty lands to the officers and soldiers who served in the 
war of 1812. 

Also, a memorial from the same State, in relation to the 
navigation of the river St. Lawrence. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of 78 citizens 
of the town of Henrietta, county of Monroe, New York, 
for the right of trial by jury to fugitive slaves, or those 
claimed to be such. 

Also, the petition of 74 citizens of Henrietta, Monroe 
county, New York, for the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, or the removal of the Capitol therefrom. 

Also, the petition of 79 citizens of the above town and 
State, for the prohibition of slavery in all the territories be- 
longing to the United States. 

Also, the petition of 77 citizens of the same town and 
State, against the admission of any State into the Union 
which does not expressly exclude, by its constitution, 
slavery therefrom. 

Also, the piytition of 27 citizens of Monroe county, New 


| York, Tur the repeal of the law of 1845, extending the Wood- 


| worth patent for a planing machine. 
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Also, the petition of Chauncey R. Martin, for bounty | 
land. 


By Mr. OLDS: The petition of sundry citizens of north- | 


ern Ohio, asking Congress to take into consideration the | 
propriety of securing, by negotiation, the free navigation of | 
the St. Lawrence, tor American vessels, 

Also the petition of sundry citizens of Fayette county, 
Ohio, asking the establishment of the cheap postage system. 


ty Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of the |! 
trustees, Leachers, and students of Ithaca Academy, Ithaca, | 


Tompkins county, New York, on the subject of cheap post- 
age. 
By Mr. LEPFLE®: Two petitions, numerously signed 


by cilizyns of Cedar county, Lowa, praying a grant of land | 


to aid the State of Lowa in the construction of a rail rend 
froin Davenport, on the Mississippi river, to the Council 
Biuil+, on the Missouri river. . 

Also, the petition of citizens of Maquoketa, Jacksun 
county, Lowa, praying a further reduction of postage. 


Also, the papers in the ease of John Lusk, praying a pen- | 


sion for disabilities incurred in the service of the United 
Btatea. 

Sy Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Seth Knowlton and 
290 others, citizens of Belfast, Alleghany county, New 


York, for the repeal of the act extending the patent-right || 


for Woodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. REYNOLDS: The petition of 231 citizens em- 
ployed in iron works, near Troy, New York, for specific 
duties upon foreign tron. 


Also, the petition of Giles B. Kellogg and others, of Troy, | 
New York, for postage at two cents per half ounce on pre- | 


paid letters. 


Alse, the petition of Heary Weeks and others, of Troy, | 


New York, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Wicks and others, of Troy, 
New York, for the same purpose. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
inhabitants of Clarion county, for amail-route from Shellen- 
Ville, Pouneylvania, to Warren, Pennsylvania, via Hellen- 
Furnace, Biack’s settlement, and Marion, the county seat 
of Forrest county. 

Aiso, the petition of citizens of the port of Presque Isle, 
Erie, Pennevivania, for a change of name to Erie. 

iy Mr 
other citizens of MeCutchensville, Wyandot county, Obio, 
praying Congress to make an appropriation for removing 
obstructions to navigation at the head of Sandusky bay, so 


as to render more easy and safe the passage of sailing ves- | 


#ela and steamboats into the Sandusky river. 


By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Thomas C. Fanning | 
nnd others, citizens and electors of the county of Orleans, | 


New York, against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union. 
Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the county of 


Orleans, New York, for the establishment and protection | 


of freedom in the territories of the United States. 


\iso, the petition of citizens and clectors of the county || 


of Orleans, New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress, for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 

Also, the petition of citizens and electors of the county of 
Orleans, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right 
of trial by jurv. 


By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of Benedict Bull 


and 76 others, citizens of Plymouth, Connecticut, praying 
for the passage of a law expressly prohibiting slavery and 
the slave trade in all the territory of the United States. 
Also, the petition of Joh Whitney and 35 others, citizens 
of Woodstock, Connecticut, of the same import. 
Al<o, the petition of Job Whitney and others, citizens of 
Woodstock, Connecticut, praying for the repeal of all luws 


eanctioning slavery andthe slave trade in the District of Col- | 
umbia, and for the removal of the seatof Governmentin case | 


of the non-repeal of said laws. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Woodstock, Connecticut, 


as fugitive slaves, 
Also. the petition of citizens of Woodstock, Connecticut, 


that no State may be hereafter admitted into the Union un- | 


less its constitution expressly prohibit slavery. 
By Mr. CROWELL: 


10 fugitive slaves, 
Also, the netition of Joseph H. Walcott, and 143 other 


repent of all hows, and parts of laws enneted by Congress, 
an horizing and sanctioning <lavery and theslave trade inthe 
Cry of Washington or the District of Columbia, and in the 
event of their non-repeal, the seat of the National Govern- 
ment he removed to some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of Louis Walcott, and 144 other citizens 
of Farmington Trumbull county, Ohio, praying thut slavery 
and the slave trade be expressly prohibited by act of Con- 
grees ia nil the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Jozeph H. Waleott and 144 other 
citizens of Farmington, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying 
that no State permitting slavery be hereafter admitted into the 
Cnion. 





IN SENATE, 
Mownpay, -Warch 18, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting seventy-five copies of the Navy 
Register for the year 1850, for the use of the Sen- 
ate; which was read and ordered to be laid on the 
table. ° 

Also, the following communication from the 
Secretary of the Navy: 


Navy Department, March 14, 1850, 
Sur: [ have the honor to submit, herewith enclosed, a re- 
port trom the chief of the Burcau of Medicine and Surgery, 
relative to the number of deaths occurring annually in the 
United States aquadran an the enaat of Africa; also, a re- 


WOOD: The petition of A. Campbell and 166 | 


The petition of Joseph H. Watcott | 
and 144 other citizens of Farmington, Trumbull county, | 
Ohio, praving Congress to secure the right of tial by jury 
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| port from the chief of the Bureau of Construction and 
Equipment, showing the annual cost of maintaining that 
squadron; which information is directed to be communi- 
| cated by the Senate’s resolution of the 27th ultimo. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. BALLARD PRESTON. 

Hon. M. Fitumore, 

President of United States Senate. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


manded by S. L. Sparkman and John Parker, 


|| asking compensation for their military services in | 


| a recent outbreak of the Indians in Florida. 


claim of Aaron Jarnigan, and the volunteers under 


| his command, for compensation for services ren- || 


dered and subsistence furnished during the recent 


' the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Priscilla 


} tract of Jand; which was referred to the Commit- 
'| tee on Private Land Claims. 


of New York, earnestly asking that Congress will 
take every precautionary measure to preserve the 
_ public lands for the benefit of all the citizens of the 


| United States; and setting forth that the public || 


domain is the property of all the citizens of the 
, United States; and that any grant made in pursu- 
ance of the will of a majority, contrary to that of 


unjust and oppressive; that the Government is 
but the agent of all the citizens; consequently, by 
the terms of the agency, the rights of the minor- 


| the disposition of the public lands; that the ex- 
iled Hungarians are a patriotic and noble band of 
heroes, richly meriting the gratitude and plaudits 
of the friends of free government every where, yet 
'agrant of any portion of the public lands would 
transcend the agency of Congress, and at the same 


mittee on the Public Lands. 
citizens of Indiana, who served in the last war 


| asking to be allowed bounty lands. 
Also, the proceedings of a meeting of officers 


| : ; aie 
| and soldiers of the last war with Great Britain, |: 


\| held at Madison, in Im@liana, in favor of an act 
allowing the same compensation that was received 
| by officers and soldiers who served in other wars 


| of the Uni ed States; all of which were referred to | 
praving for trial by jury for all persons arrested and claimed | 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, the petition of Joseph Anderson, asking 
the repayment of a sum of money advanced toa 


Affairs. 
Mr. JONES presented two petitions of citizens 


of a mail-route from Fort Madison, Wisconsin, to 
| Fort Atkinson, in Iowa; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial of mem- 
bers of the Legislature of New Jersey, asking 
| a reduction of the rates of postage to two cents on 
i all prepaid letters not exceeding half an ounce; 


| which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. , 


lution of the Legislature of Mississippi, in favor 


_which was referred to the Committee ‘on -Com- 
|, merce, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a memorial of the Legislature of the same 


|, the Legislature of Mississippi, in favor of the es- 
' that State, to Baton Rouge, in Louisiana; which 


and Post Roads. 


I 
1} 


Mr. YULEE presented a memorial of the mem- | 
| bers of two companies of mounted volunteers, com- | 


He also submitted documents relating to the | 


Indian disturbances; all of which were referred to | 
Prewett, asking the confirmation of her title to a | 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of ' 
Aaron D. Sprague, of Yates county, in the State || 


the minority, would be an infringement upon the | 
rights of property in the minority, and therefore | 


ity are to be preserved and respected as party in || 


| time be partial in its operations as to the exiles of || 
| other countries; which was referred to the Com- || 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a memorial of | 


|| with Great Britain, and in the various Indian wars, | 


destitute volunteer, in the late war with Mexico; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 


|| of lowa and Wisconsin, asking the establishment | 
citizens, of Farmington, Trumball county, Ohio, praving the | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a reso- | 


| of the establishment of a light-house at or near | 
the mouth of East Pascagoula river, in that State; | 


State, asking the establishment of a tri-weekly | 
mail from Grenada, in that State, to Memphis, | 
| in Tennessee, and a change in the mode of trans- | 
|) porting the mails in said State; and a resolution of 


| tablishment of an overland mail from Jackson, in | 
| were referred tothe Committee on the Post Office | 


Mr. WALKER presented the petition of John | 
' Cummina, asking compensation for his services | 











|| a8 acting commissary of subsistence 
|, assistant quartermaster in the army; 


{ 


’ » Acting 
referred to the Committee on Military Af’ 


| Also, from citizens of Pittsford, in the State of 
| Vermont, asking that the public lands may |} 
|, granted in limited quantities to actual! Seliard nce 
'| possessed of other lands; which was referred = 
the Committee on Public Lands. - 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of the 
ident and directors of the Centreville Bank 
other enizens of Rhode Island, in favor of r 
postage; which was referred to the Com 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Rhode 
island, in favor of the abolishment of the Spirit 
ration and corporal punishment in the Navy of the 
United States; which was referred to’ the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printe, 

Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of off. 
cers and volunteers who served in the late war 
with Mexico, asking to be allowed bounty lands: 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
| Mr. DICKINSON presented the memoria} of 
Thomas O. Leroy and David Smith, remonstry. 
ting against the extension of the patent of Tatum 
and others, for a machine for making lead pipes: 
| which was referred to the Committee on Patenig 
| and the Patent Office. 
| Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Nathan 
Stanley, an officer in the last war with Great Brit. 
ain, asking to be allowed a grant of bounty land: 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; 

Also, the petition of James H. Robinson, a pen- 
sioner of the United States, asking to be allowed 
an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Portsmouth, New 
I [ampshire, asking the construction of a light-house 
at that port; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of citizens 
of New Jersey, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Blair county, Pennsylvania, asking an in- 
crease of the duties on imported iron; which was 

referred to the Committee on Finance. 
/ Also, a memorial of€merchants and other citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at Reedy Island, in the 
Delaware river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. : 

Also, from the Democratic citizens of East 
Whitehead township, Chester county, Penneyl- 
vania, asking that the Wilmot proviso may not be 
attached to any territory acquired from Mexico, 
setting forth that, as they were acquired by the 
blood and treasure of all the States, the southern 
section of the Union ought not to be insulted or 
dictated to by the introduction of any such proviso; 
that the abolition of slavery in the Bisstries of Col- 
umbir, without the consent of the adjoining States, 
or the owners of the slaves, would be regarded ss 
an act of bad faith to the adjoining States, and in 
opposition to those principles of amity upon which 
tne Constitution was established ; that the part 
of the District which originally belonged to Vir- 
| ginia being receded, it would be preferable to re-. 
| cede the remainder, under suitable circumstances, 

to the State of Maryland, its former owner; and 
declaring that our glorious Constitution and its 
compromises are only to be mauintained in the 
spirit of friendship and good will which estab- 
lished it. ‘ 

Mr. 8. observed he would move to lay the peti- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that it be printed. 

The petition was then laid on the table, and the 
' motion to print referred to the Committee of 
Printing. 

Mr. HODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a memo- 
rial of the chiefs of the Menomonee nation, asking 
that provision may be made for discharging the 
| debt due by that nation to Robert Grignon; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affair. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of Jowa, in favor of a grant of land 
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the Committee on Public Lands. a, 
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Jowa, asking the establishment of a mail-route 
jom Keokuek in that State, to St. Francisville in 
yissouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented two remonstrances from | 
ciizens of Lowa, against any change in the mail- 





route from Keosangua to Bloomfield in that State; 
hich was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Ogice and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented a communication, ad- 
dressed to the Senators of lowa, by M. H. Clark, 
and others, citizens of lowa city, in favor of the 
sstablishment of a marine hospital at Rock Island, 
in the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented four petitions of citizens 
of lowa and Iitinois, asking the removal of ob- 
siructions to the navigation of the Mississippi at 
the upper and lower rapids; which was referred 
wy the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
jowa, asking a grant of land for the use of the 
pbrauch of the State University of Iowa, estab- 
ished at Fairfield in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
jowa, asking a grant of public land to that State, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Da- 
venport to Council Bluffs; which was referred to i 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. SEWARD. I present the proceedings of 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York, con- 
sisting of a report submitted to the chamber, with 

| 








aresolution expressing its approbation of the re- 
port. These proceedings relate to the warehous- 
ing system. 

| beg leave to state, that the report will be found 
avery able argument against the abandonment of 
the system, which, it contends, is eminently im- 
portant for promoting the growth of commerce in 
that city, and in the United States. The report 
insists, that the expense of the system ought not 
to be regarded asa conclusive argument against 
the perseverance in it, because there has not yet 
been adequate time to develop its usefulness. 

The report recommends some modifications of 
the system, one of which is, that the bonds shall 
be taken from merchants without security—the 
goods being deemed sufficient security; another 
modification suggested, is, that the time during 
which goods shall be held in warehouse, shall be 
extended tothree years; and another, that the sys- 
tem of valuation shall be changed, so asto adopt an 
ad valorem valuation at the time the goods are with- 
drawn from the warehouse. It contains also other 
important suggestions. Without expressing any | 
opinion for myself upon a subject so important, I | 
deem it proper to call the attention of the Com- 
mittee on Finance to this report; and I have made | 
the explanation for the purpose of submitting a | 
motion, that the proceedings be printed. I now 
move that they be printed, and referred to the | 
Finance Committee. 


The papers were so referred, and ordered to be 
printed, 





THE CENSUS BOARD. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD asked leave to make a | 
short personal explanation; which being unani- | 
mously granted, he said: 
In noticing the report of my remarks, made on 
Friday last, [| have Daodaiend that, as reported in 
the Union, they are calculated to reflect upon the 
census board. -I have deemed it my duty, there- 
fore, to make a more particular inquiry into the 
facts which I assumed when my remarks were 
made. and I have ascertained that my information 
Was very incorrect, and I now desire to place my- 
self rectus in curia. I have visited the printing 
ofice of Mr. Gideon this morning, and there 
learned that about four hundred reams of paper 
have been used up in printing the tables for the 
seventh census; that each ream contains about 
four hundred and fifty sheets; and that the printing 
has been suspended since about the last of Janu- 


Wary, at the instance of the census board. [| have 


fur ther ascertained, that nearly the whole of the 
Printing which has been done, was performed upon 
schedules Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and that only about two 
reams of paper have been used in printing schedules 
Nos. 4,5,and6. Underaknowledge of these facta, 
there is no foundation for the suggestion that the 
census board could have intended, by hastening 








the printing, to operate upon Congress in a manner 
to induce this and the other branch to adopt the 
tables of the census board, in preference to those 
present by the census committee of-the Senate. 

regret very much that, laboring under the im- 
pressions produced upon my mind by what tran- 


spired in the discussion here, | have made remarks | 


which I find can only be justified by a state of 
facts that I have since ascertained do not exist. 
The chairman of the census committee, and my- 
self, have had a conference and comparison of 
tables, and we find very little difference between 
the tables of the committee and schedules Nos. 1, 
2,3, and 4, of the census board. I am willing 
to take the schedules Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, of the 
census board, and the printing of these, so far as 
it has been performed. There is very little print- 
ing done upon schedules 5 and 6. I therefore 
condemn myself for the suggestion that there was 
any motive, in any quarter, to force the adoption 
of the work of the census board upon Congress, 
by the manner in which the $10,000, heretofore 
appropriated, have been spent, or by the quantity 
of printing which has been done. 

I learnt that $6,000 of the $10,000 have been 
paid for paper, under a contract by which 3,000 
reams have been contracted for at $6 per ream, 
and that no part of the money has yet been ex- 
pended for printing. 

Mr. CLARKE. The explanation just made 
by the Senator from Kentucky is perfectly satis- 
factory; but [ apprehend he has not seen all the 
report of his remarks which has been made and 
published in the Union of yesterday. I beg leave 


to call his attention to that report, for | am quite | 


sure that, with his feelings on the subject, he is 
incapable of making such an imputation as this, 
and would be unwilling that a false impression 
of his remarks should go out into the community. 
In the Union of yesterday, he is reported to have 
said, in the course of his remarks on Fridav: 


* And then before Congress could act upon the work of 


the committee, and act upon the motion which my friend | 


behind me (Mr. Dawson] makes, as representing that 


board, they go on and stereotype our work in part, and | 


theirs in part, and print some hundred thousand sheets, to 


force it through Congress with the Wea of obtaining ten thou- 


sand dollurs.”’ 


Now, I am sure the Senator from Kentucky 
cannot have intended to cast such a censure as 


this on the gentlemen composing the census board. | 
[ call his attention to the way in which this pas- | 


sage reads, as | am quite sure he did not intend 
to cast any personal reflections on those gentle- 
men, or to have referred to them in any other 
than the kindest manner, and with the kindest 
feelings. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD 
language. 
altogether in supposing that I intended to charge 
the census board with being actuated by the 
‘‘idea of obtaining ten thousand dollars.’’ It 


was impossible for them to pocket any such sum. | 


They could gain nothing in the way of money. I 
made no such charge, and I repudiate the expres- 
sions put into my mouth by the reporter. My 
friend fiom Rhode Island [Mr. Crarxe} desired 
this morning to call my attention to something in 
reference to my remarks made on Friday; but | 
refused to hear him until after | should have made 
the explanation I designed. 1 thank him for call- 
ing my attention to this particular extract, which 
is a8 unjust to me as it is to the census board. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memorial 
of certain settlers in Louisiana, within the limits 
of the Baron de Bastrop’s grant, submitted a re- 
port, which was ordered to be printed, accompa- 
nied by a bill for the settlement of certain classes 
of private land claims within the limits of the 
Baron de Bastrop’s grant, and for allowing pre- 
emption to certain actual settlers, in the event 
of the final adjudication of the title of the said 
Bastrop in favor of the United States; which was 
read and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reporied a bill to enable the President 
to negotiate with the [fidians of the prairies, south 
and west of the Missouri river, to the northern line 
of the State of Texas, embracing the Indians of 
the mountains, and including those of New Mex- 
ico; which was read and paased to the second 
reading. 


| 
| 








I never used any such | 
The reporter must have mistaken me | 
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Mr. A. also submitted documents relating to the 
subject; which were ordered to be printed. 

r. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
officers and crew of the revenue cutter Hamilton, 
asking that the naval pension laws may be ex- 
tended to the revenue service, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print 
ing, to which was referred the resolution of thé 
Senate, to print 1,000 additional copies of the re- 
port of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, for the use of said office, reported in favor 
of the same; which was concurred in. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of 
J. H. Pulte, in relation to the establishment of a 
line of telegraph around the world, reported against 
the same; which was concurred in, 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion to print the memorial of 
the citizens and residents of the valley of the Rio 
Grande, asking the establishment of a territorial 
government, reported against the same; which was 
concurred in. 

THE WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution to author- 
ize the payment of $12,000 to the Winnebago 
Indians. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. President, [ move that the 
Senate proceed at once to the consideration of that 
joint resolution, 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, a word of exnla- 
nation. ll wish merely to say, that the reason for 
its consideration being asked for at this time by the 
Senator from lowa, [Mr. Jones,]} arises from the 
fact that these Indians, or a portion of them, 
through want, are leaving their new homes beyond 
the Mississippi, and coming back to lowa and 
Wisconsin; and itis important to them, therefore, 
and to the people of the territory, that they should 


| be relieved—anat least as far as this appropriation 


aS rr rr a 


will go. 

The joint resolution was then taken up, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and 
no amendment being offered, it was reported to 
the Senate and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The queston being on ordering it to a third read- 
ing, 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to inquire whether a re- 
port of the facts accompanies the resolution ? 

Mr. BELL. I will state, for the information 
‘of the Senator, that, by a treaty made with the 
Winnebago Indians in 1837, there was a fund of 
$200,000 to be paid to them. It was in part to go 
in payment of their debts, but it contained an ex- 
press prohibition of the payment out of it of any 
antecedent claims against the tribe for depreda- 
tions committed by them. The delegation from 
the tribe, on their way home, afier the treaty had 
been made and ratified, when they arrived at Pitts- 
burg, executed a recognition to John McFarland, 
then alive, for a debt of $12,000, for depredations 
alleged by him to have been committed by them as 
far back as 1812. Mr. McFarland is represented 
to have presented his claim to the commissioners 
to make payments under this treaty, and the re- 
cognition of the debt made, by the delegation who 
made the treaty, after the treaty had been ratified. 
It was rejected on the ground of the express stipu- 
lation in the treaty, that the fund should be appro- 
priated to no such object. After the death of 
McFarland, his representatives again presented a 
claim against the Government, founded on the re- 
cognition, and finally Mr. Secretary Porter, in 
1824—the papers are on the table—recognized the 
claim, and ordered it to be paid, in the first place, 
out of the intercourse fund, but there being none 
such, the order was changed, and it was actually 
paid out of the Indian annuity. Now this is the 
demand on the part of the Winnebagoes, that they 
be refunded thia amount taken in this manner from 
their annuities. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was read a third time and passed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 

lation; which lies over one day, under the rules; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire whether ang ‘egistati n by Congress is necessary 
ina to the colored citizens of any State who may, in 
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the proseention of their lawful pursuits as mariners, enter | 


the ports of other States, protection in the enjoyment of the 
privileges and immunities of eitizens—protection as gauran - 
tied by the Constiiation of the United States, 


Mr. DAWSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous consent, 
acd agreed to: 

Resolved, That the board of census be requested to com- 
munciite to the Senate the report of their contracts to pro- 
cure paper suitable for taking the census and statistics; the 
nitmber of pages of the tables, and schedules already printed ; 
aleo, when the tablés and schedules were completed by the 
board, and what alterations or additions have been made to 
anid tables and schedules since the Ist day of January 
last; and that they report any other facts, known to them, 


which may enable Congreas to act understandingly on the | 


census Lill now before the Senate. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire 


inte the propriety of providing for the injuries sustained 
lately by John S. Heermans, and others, by Indian aggres- 
sions in Florida, in conformity to the principles of the act 
“regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, 
and to preserve peace on the frontiers,” approved 30th of 
June, 1634. 


Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed tu inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing the tollowing post-routes in Towa, viz: From 
Tom Corwin via Menon, Ewington, and Portville, to Fort 
Atkinson; also, from Tom Corwin to Lansing; from Ga- 
maville to Tom Corwin, and from the latter place directly 
to Fort Atkinson; also, from Gamaville, Menden, and 


MeGreggor’s, «0 Prairie, Wisconsin; also, from Chariton 


Point, in Lucas county, to Albia, in lowa. 


Tie following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Bortanp on the 14th January, was taken up and | 


adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
toinguire into the propriety of restoring to the revenue 
cutier service the officers who were dismissed from that 


service by the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 30th June, | 


1849. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, asked 


and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill for the relief | 


of certain surviving widows of officers and soldiers 
of the revolutionary war; which was yead a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained Jeave to introduce a bill to amend an 


act entitled “* An act for the discontinuance of the | 








Mr. HUNTER, (in his seat.) It can be further 
postponed to-morrow. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I am desirous of making 
some remarks in reply to the Senator from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. MANGUM. Icall the gentleman to order. 
It isa most unusual thing to eeply to a speech 
when it is only half made. 


Mr. BALDWIN. I have no particular wish 
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to enter into a discussion upon this subject at the | 


present time, and if itis the wish of the Senate to 
go into Executive business, I will acquiesce in that 
wish. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
then postponed until one o’clock to-morrow. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. KING. I rise, Mr. President, to cal! the 
attention of the Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Hate] to what is published in the Intelligen- 
cer of the 14th instant, purporting to be remarks 
made in the Senate of the United States by Mr. 
Sewarp and the Senator from New Hampshire, 
to the following effect: 

“ T think it was Jefferson who said, that the natural ally 


of slavery in the South, was the Democracy of the North. 
‘Mr. Hate. It was Mr. Buchanan who said so.” 


I was present, I believe, in the Senate at the 
time, but | was not aware that any such remark 
had been made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. It was only on looking over the paper 
lately that it struck my eye, and I was nota little 
surprised that such a remark had been made by 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and that it had 
not been put right immediately by some Senator 
better acquainted with the course of the ex-Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania. 

I now ask the Senator from New Hampshire to 
state where, when, and upon what occasion, it 
was, that Mr. Buchanan, either in the Senate, or 
anywhere else, made use of the expression to 
which he referred, that the northern Democracy 
were the natural allies of slavery at the South? 

Mr. HALE. I have not the documents by me, 
and cannot quote the precise phraseology; and I 
did not expect to be called upon to do it at this 


‘time; but I think that I can satisfy the Senator 


from Alabama on this subject before many days. 


| I do not undertake to say what the precise phrase- 


office of Surveyor-General in the several districts, || 


so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, 


for abolishing said offices under certain circum- | 


stances, and for other purposes,’’ approved 12th 


June, 1840; which was read a first and second | 


time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, gave notice that | 
he would to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, || 
ask leave to introduce a bill to continue the im- || 


ams of the harbor at Potosi, in Grant county, | 


isconsin. 
BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Hiram Moore and John Hascal! was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 


The bill from the House of Representatives, to 


refund the fine imposed upon the late Dr. Thomas | 


Cooper, under the sedition law, to his heirs, was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, viz: the series of resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. BADGER, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for two hours, [of which a 
report will be published in the Appendix.] With- 
out concinuding, he gave way, on an intimation that 
a short Executive session was necessary. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 
Senator from North Carolina, I move that the 


further consideration of this subject be postponed | 


until to-morrow, at one o’clock, 


Mr. HALE, 


ject has been postponed to that hour by a previous 
vote of the Senate. 


With the consent of the | 


I would suggest that another sub- 


| tecting their rights. 


ology was, but the substance of it was, that the 
Democracy of the North were the allies of the 
South upon this question of slavery. I repeat 
that I can satisfy the Senator before many days, 
but | have not the documents_by me at this mo- 
ment. 

Mr. KING. I shall wait, then, for the Senator 
from New Hampshire to make his researches, 
merely taking the occasion to say, that he cannot, 
from any speech ever made by Mr. Buchanan, 
sustain that statement. That Senator, while on 
this floor, on several occasions, discussed questions 
connected with the subject of slavery, and the 
furthest he ever did go, was to declare that, in his 
opinion, the northern Democracy were in favor 
of protecting the rights of the South to their slave 
property under the Constitution, and that to them 
the South might look for aid in defending and pro- 
That he has said on many 
oceasions, that I hope and trust he will ever stand 
by; and I hope there are many others at the North 
equally ready to stand by the declaration, that they 


| are ready to stand by the rights of the South, under 
| the Constitution, to this description of property. 
| Beyond that he never did go,and beyond that the 


Senator from New Hampshire can never show he 
went, let his researches be ever so diligent. 


Mr. HALE, It was no part of my intention, 


| certainly, to do any injustice to the late Senator 


from Pennsylvania, when I made the remark. I 
made it for the purpose of putting the Senator 


| from New York [Mr. Sewarp] right as to a mat- 


ter of history. 


I spoke.from recollection entirely. 


| | think I do not mistake; and I am confirmed m 
| it by the recollection of the Senator who sits near 
/ me, [Mr. Cuase.}] And } think, and am sati-fied, 


| 


it will be found that Mr. Buchanan went a great 
deal further in what he said. 

Mr. KING. I will ask my friend from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. Davis] to read to the Senate what Mr. 
Buchanan did say. 

The CHAIRMAN, [Mr. Cray.] The discus- 
sion is entirely out of order, There is no quea- 
tion before the Chair. 








ea eee. 


sdeuiliatal _March 18, 


Mr, MANGUM. E move that the Senate how 
| proceed to the consideration of Executive bus; 
| ness. : ~ 
Me. DAVIS, of Mississippi. tf wish merely to 
refer to the languave of Mr. Buchanan, as reported 
| in the Congressional Debates, and will endeave 
| to keep myself in order, in the few remarks “* 
offer upon it. 
|_ Mr. President, I did not hear the Senator fro 
| New Hampshire make the statement which hie 
| reported in the National Intelligencer to have aide. 
in relation to Mr. Buchanan. If I had, I should 
| have raised the question of accnracy with him 
| then. I heard the Senutor from New York make 
| the statement in relation to Mr. Jefferson, and 
heard it promptly answered by my colleague and 
the Senator from Michigan. Certainly, it is,» 
/true that Mr. Buchanan or Mr. Jefferson have 
| ever announced, that the Democracy of the North 
_ were the allies of slavery in the South. ‘That they 
have announced that the Democracy of the Nort) 
were the natural allies ef the South, is true, and it 
has been my pride to believe them so. J wish | 
_ could feel that it were as true now, as in the days 
when Mr. Jefferson pronounced it. The Derm... 
racy of the North are, or should be, the natura: 
allies of the South in this; that strict construction 
/being the basis of their creed, they therefore 
should protect them in their constitutional rights— 
| the only guaranty that the minority has ever de. 
sired, and one of which it can never be honest! 
deprived, under a confederation like our ows. 
This sort of alliance Mr. Jefferson referred to, ang 
this sort of alliance Mr. Buchanan claimed for the 
| Democracy of the North. If that be all that the 
| Senator from New York meant, he used bd jay. 
| guage to state his meaning. If that be all that the 
| Senator from New Hampshire meant, he cap 
| find in the speeches of Mr. Buchanan a full cor. 
roboration of that opinion. If more, the Senator 
from New Hampshire, | think, will fail in his 
researches. 

In February, 1542, Mr. Buchanan stated, what 
I believe he would still maintain if he were here, 
and what I understand the Senator from Michi- 
ganon my right [Mr. Cass] to have maintained 
the otherday. Inan argument on the veto power 
Mr. Buchanan said, at the time to which | have 
referred: 

“Let me suppose another case of a much more danger- 
| ous character. In the southern States, which compose the 
| weaker portion of the Union, a species of property exists 

which is now attracting the attention of the whole civilized 
world. These States never would have become pa ties to 
the Union, had not the rrights in this property been secured 
| by the Federal Constitution. Foreign aud domestic fanat- 
ies, some from the belief that they are doing God’s service, 
and others from a desire to divide and destroy this glorious 
| Republie, have conspired to emancipate the southern slaves. 
On this question, the people of the South, beyond the lim- 


its of their own States,-tand alone and unsupported by any 
power on earth, exeept that of the nerthern Democracy.” 


That is what Mr. Buchanan stated. Let the 
Senator from New Hampshire produce anything 
of his inconsistent with this. .It was further am- 
plified and powerfully illustrated in the continua- 
tion of this speech. ‘To this speech I refer the 
Senator from New Hampshire in any researches 
he may have to make, to sustain his assertion on 
this subject. 1 have read from it, because in it | 
believe Mr. Buchanan went further than in any 
other, and because | am proud of the position 
therein taken by that illustrious member of the 
northern Democracy. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say one word upon this 
matter, as this discussion arises out of a portion of 
my speech the other day. I was remarking that 
the charge of the Senator from New York against 
the northern Democracy, was very disingenuous. 
| In answer, I wastold it was the expression of Mr. 
Jefferson. I had never heard the expression be- 
fore. In return, | applied to the Senator from 
New York, to know if he intended to use it in the 
sense in which Mr. Jefferson employed it? Mr. 
Jefferson meant it as a compliment to the Democ- 
racy of the North for adhering faithfully to the 

rovisions and compromises of the Constitution. 

hat was the way in which Mr. Jefferson used tt. 
I supposed the Senator from New York to intend 
to cast a slur upon every gentleman of the Demo- 
eratic party here who takes that ground, but he 
disclaimed any such intention. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
after which, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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iE F REPRESENTATIVES. || My. Barty, that the House resolve itself into 
ae 7 ay, March 19, 1850 : | Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

le WR Ls ; P | Mr. SCHENCK asked Mr. Barty again to 

The Journal of yesterday was réad and approved. || waive the motion, in order that many communi- 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- || cations lying on the Speaker’s table might be 

ces he ek ee ee 
r yee 5? said, that if 1t was the opinion o 

ee aU ee the Chair that the object of the snitbenan Gani be 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || accomplished, he (Mr. B.) would cheerfully yield 
before the House certaiy depositions, which had | the floor; otherwise not. 


been transmitted a meteor se the contested | The SPEAKER stated, that there was an Ex- 
election from the State of Iowa. " ecutive communication, (i. e., that covering Sir 
The papers were referred to the Committee on | Henry Bulwer’s letters on the coastwise trade, 
Electrons. : | &e.,) upon which debate was pending; but sug- 
WOODWORTH S PLANING MACHINE. || gested that there were a number of communica- 
The SPEAKER announced the regular order of || tions on the table which should be referred to the 
business to be the motion, made by the gentleman || appropriate committees, and that the process 
from New York, {Mr. Concer,] to reconsider the | would not consume much time if debate did not 
vote by which the bill reported from the Commit- || arise. : : : 
tee on Patents, to extend the patent heretofore || Mr. BROOKS would not object, he said, 
granted to William Woodworth, had been referred || to any course of proceeaing which would effect 
to the Committee of the Whole House. || the object of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
THE WHITNEY RAILROAD. * | Scnenck,] provided it did not interfere with the 
Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Print- || eres camera transmitting the letters 
ing, (which committee, by the rule, is empowered || ‘TOM SIF Feehry Bulwer. . 
t Aas at any time,) 7a oki was referred the | Mr. aoe r eo ne “_ Se oy eee 
subject of printing extra copies of the report of || CONSEMs aie eo ia leo t o k eves a 
the Committee on Roads end Canals, accompany: || Soma SORE, WOOK aisO LE taken Up an 
ing a bill to set apart and sell to Asa Whitney, of || z 7 : : 
New York, a chien of the public lands, to ena- | it was now naresd by peor eee ra 
ble him to construct a railroad from Lake Michi- || &CUtl¥e pe ye es tae fet are ee 
enn, or the Mississippi river, to the Pacific ocean, || eS chek wena po edicnibe: i a cas 
5 . ¢ . . 1} ake s ° 
eka in favor of printing 5,000 || Mr. VINTON vas to inquire what the bill was, 
oa) . 


|| which had a few minutes before been reported by 
nie. BOTT SME teak the Soor, and addrcesed the ‘| the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCernanp] 
House, during the — on the general project e deen the Casimitioe on Betelen Awktrs 
the Whitney railroad, and in opposition to the |, oT -P A: Pte ek as 
provisions of the bill, to aid in is construction. || greet EAKER directed the title of the bill to 
The remarks will be published hereafter. i} : ; 
~ Mr. B. had not concluded, when the SPEAKER | And * oe en accordingly. ‘ te 
announced the expiration of his hour. 1} EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
Mr. ROBINSON obtained the floor. | The SPEAKER then laid before the House 
Mr. BAYLY asked the gentleman from Indiana |! the following Executive communications, Ke.: 
(Mr. Ropinson] to yield the floor, to enable him || 1. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
(Mr. B.) to move, in conformity with the notice || transmitting copies of the Navy Register for the 
which he had yesterday given, that the House re- || year 1850, for the use of the members of the House 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the of Representatives; which letter was laid upon the 
state of the Union, for the purpose of taking up | table and ordered to be printed. i 
the bill te supply deficiencies in the appropriations II. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30th, | transmitting, in compliance with the act of Con- 


1850. || gress of August 26, 1842, and*the resolution of the 


Mr. ROBINSON inquired of the Speaker wheth- || House of Representatives of January 13, 1846, a 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


———————————— ee 








ree 





and accompanying documents were, on motion by 
Mr. Puecps, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

VI. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the act of March 2, 
1779, the returns made by the cellectors of the 
customs, persuant to the act of May 28, 1776, for 
the relief and protection of American seamen; 
which letter and accompanying documents were, 
on motion by Mr. Bayty, wilirdd to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 

VII. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
14th June, 1848, a transcript of the official army 
list, &c.; also, a report from the Third Auditor, 
showing allowances to officers of the army, which 
appear in the accounts of the disbursing officers 
of the Quartermaster and Engineer Department, 
&c., which letter and accompanying documents 
were,on motion by Mr. Bay ty, referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

VIIl. A letter from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act of the 26th 
August, 1842, a report from the disbursing agent 


| of the Post Office Department, for the year ending 
| December 31, 1849; which letter and report were, 


er, if he should now yield to the gentleman from || Statement showing the names of the clerks and | 


Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] the subject before the |. other persons employed in the Navy Department, 
House would come up as the first business in || during the year 1849, the sum paid to each, and 
order to-morrow morning? || the residence of each at the time of his appoint- 
The SPEAKER said it would come upas the || ment; which letter, and accompanying documents, 
rst business in order, and the gentlemah from In- || Were referred to the Committee on Expenditures of 
diana (Mr. Rosinson] would be entitled to the || the Navy Department, and ordered to be printed. 
floor. || ILL. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
Mr. ROBINSON. Then I shall be heard to- || Mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
morrow, when I shall hope to show that the objec- || House of Representatives of the 25th February 
tions taken to this bill by the gentleman from | last, the result of the examinations which have 
Missouri (Mr. Bowx1y] are baseless, unfounded, | been made by the officers of the Topographical 
and puerile. || Bureau, of the harbor of Sandusky Bay, on Lake | 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- || Erie, and the estimate necessary for the improve- | 
self into Committee of the Whole onthe state of the || ment of that harbor. Also, transmitting the pres 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the deficiency || &" condition of the public works at the harbor of 
bill; but Mr. B. waived the bill, at the request of _ || Cunningham’s Creek, on Lake Erie, and informa- 
Mr. THOMAS, who, by unanimous consent, || #on in regard to the cost and expediency of com- 
submitted a motion to discharge the Committee on || Pleting the light-house at that point, with papers 
Claims from the further consideration of the peti- | 
tion of William Hardin, and to grant leave to 
withdraw the papers in the case from the files of 


and documents were, on motion Ly Mr. Wenr- 





the House. worTH, referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
The question was taken, and the motion was || #d ordered to be printed. 
agreed to. IV. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 


referring to the commerce, manufacturing, and | 
agricultural resources of that locality; which letter | 


Mr. BAYLY then renewed his motion that the || Mitting, in compliance with the resolution of the , 


rules be suspended, and that the House resolve | 13th of February last, the report of Majer Woods, 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | Who was dispatched tothe Red River of the North, 
the Union, but again waived the motion, at the re- | 12 the sammer of 1849, with such other documents, | 
quest of Mr. McCiernanp. , '| relating to the said expedition, as tend to show the 
CONVENTION WITH BRAZIL || condition of affairs on the northwestern frontier 


|| of the Territory of Minnesota; which letter and 
Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on | documents were referred to the Committee on 


oreign Affairs, to which had been referred the | Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
bill from the Senate to provide for carrying into || V. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
effect a convention between the United States and mitting, in compliante with the resolution of the 
the Emperor of Brazil, reported back the same. 7th February, a synopsis of the contracts made 
On motion by Mr. McC., the bill was referred || with the Navy Department, for the transmission 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of || of the mails between New York and Chagres, and 
the Union, and was maile the special order of the || between Panama and San Francisco, and Oregon; 


day for Thursday next. also, in relation to the amount of revenue derived , 
€ question then recurred om the motion of 








on motion by Mr. Puexps, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and ordered to be printed. 

IX. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in complance with the act of the 26th 
August, 1842, a list of the clerks and other per- 
sons employed in the Post Office Department for 
the year 1849; which letter and accompanying 
document were referred to the Committee on Ex- 
penditures of the Post Office Department, and or- 


| dered to be printed. 


X. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with the resolutions of the 
4th February last, statements showing the number 
of failures of the mail on the route between the 
cities of Washington and New Orleans, during 
each of the years ending un the 31st of December, 
1848 and 1849, &c.; and also, the probable cost of 
running the daily express mail between Griffin, in 
Georgia, and Mobile; which letter and accompany- 
ing documents were referred to the Committee on 
Expenditures of the Post Office Department, and 
ordered to be printed. 

XI. A communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting statements from the 
Register of the Treasury, in compliance with the 
third section of the actto carry into effect the 
treaties concluded by the Chickasaw tribe of In- 
dians, on the 20th of October, 1832, and 24th May, 
1834, which provides that a special account of the 
funds, under the said treaty, shall be kept at the 
Treasury, and ‘a statement thereof shall be an- 
nually laid before Congress;’” which was re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

SENATE BILLS. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to lay before the 
House, bills and a joint resolution from the Senate 
upon the Speaker’s table, as follows: 

The bill entitled an act to increase the Commis- 
sariat of the United States, was read a first and 
second time by its title, and 

On motion of Mr. BURT, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Miltary Affairs. 

The joint resolution to authorize the payment of 
twelve thousand dollars to the Winnebago Indians, 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian A ffairs. 

The bill entitled an act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make an arrangement or com- 
promise with Mangle M. Quackenboss, and his 
coébligors, or any of them, for claims on bonds 
given by them as sureties to the United States, 
was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. JONES moved that the bill be referred to the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said that 
the bill should be referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, having been before that Committee in the 
other house. 

Mr. JONES said the bill showld never have 
been before any Committee, or either house. He 
insisted on his motion. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. 


from such transmission of the mails; which letter |. Jones, and decided in the negative. 
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The bill was then referred to the Committee on | 
the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, pre- | 
sented the memorial of the Legislature of the State | 
of Michigan, relative to certain donations of land | 
heretofore granted to actual residents or inhabit- | 
ants of the then Territory of Michigan; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, | 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYLY now renewed the motion, that the | 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, for the purpose of taking up the de- | 
ficievey bill. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyn, of | 
Kentucky, in the chair.) 

CALIFORNIA. | 

The CHAIRMAN announced the unfinished 
business before the committee to be the special | 
message of the President of the United States, | 
transmitting the constitution of California, and of || 
the bill heretofore introduced by Mr. Dory, pro- 
viding for her admission as a State into the Union. 

And the CHAIRMAN announced that the gen- | 
tleman from Oregon, 

Mr. THURSTON, was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Tuurston yielding for the || 
purpose) moved that the committee proceed to the | 
consideration of the deficiency bill, 

Mr. THURSTON desired, he said, to be in- | 
formed on what ground he yielded the floor? 

The reply of the CuarrmMan was not heard, 

Mr. VINTON sugyvested that the California 
message, &c., should be laid aside informally, and 





| the Union, upon the California message. 


' bill which ought to pass. 
: would defer (in imitation, of the example set. by 





uestion has been put by the Chair, and decided. 
‘The gentleman cannot raise his point of order now 
—itistoolate. It should have been submitted be- 
fore the question was taken. 

Mr. JONES. I do not allow that a majority 
can dispose of the public business in this way. 
The business must be taken up in its order, unless 
objection is made. 

Some conversation followed between the Cuair 
and Mr. Jones—when the conversation ended. 

The committee then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill ** to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, 1850.”’ 

The bill was read through, and several clerical 
errors were, on the motion of Mr. Bayty, cor- 
rected, 

The bill was then taken up by sections. 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not rise to present any 
remarks at length upon this bill. It was what it 
purported to be,a bill to supply deficiencies of 
appropriations for objects already authorized by 
law. But he had to suggest to the committee, and 
to urge upon them most earnestly, that they would 
not, upon this bill, undertake to go into the gen- 
eral subjects of debate, which were now being dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
That 
message would come up again as soon as this bill 
should be disposed of. It was an appropriation 
He hoped gentlemen 


the gentleman from Oregon) any general debate 
until they got through with this bill, And he 
must also say in advance, that he might not be 
considered discourteous to any member who should 
get the floor, thatif gentlemen attempted to go into 
a general debate in reference to California, New 


that the committee should, by general consent, | 
| 


roceed to the consideration of the bill indicated 
y the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty.]} 
Mr. BAYLY again made his motion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to be informed 


by the Chair, what would be the effect of that | 
motion? Must not the first question be on laying | 
aside the California bill? | 

The CHAIRMAN made a remark not heard. | 

Mr. WENTWORTH hoped, he said, that the 
motion would be put in the proper form. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the California bill |! 
wouid be first in order. i 

Mr. VINTON said that, to avoid difficulty 
hereafter, he would suggest that, instead of taking 
a vote on laying aside the bill, it should be laid 
aside informally, by common consent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH desired to be informed 
by the Chair whether, if the debate on the Cali- || 
fornia bill was closed, the deficiency bill would 
then be in order? 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not know how |! 
the bill stond upon the calendar. i 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he should insist on || 
the regular order. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested that, by the rule of || 
the House, the business in Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union must be taken | 
up in the order of its reference; but that when a 
a bill was under consideration, any member might |, 
object to proceeding with its consideration, and | 
might move to take up any other bill. If the || 
committee should take up other business, the bill |, 
originally under consideration would be laid aside 
for that day, and any gentleman entitled to the || 
floor upon it, would be entitled to speak whenever || 
the subject should again be taken up. || 

The question was then taken on the motion of | 
Mr. Barry, and was decided in the affirmative. | 

So the special message of the President, and the || 
California bill, were laid aside. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee take up || 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. | 
Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. He did || 
not think, he said, that a majority of the commit |) 
tee had aright to pass over all business in this || 
way, and to take up any special business. By | 
_referenee to the rules, it would be seen that it was | 
provided that business in Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union should be taken up in | 
its order. } 
Mr. TOOMBS. [I call the gentleman to order, |, 
The question has been taken, and decided. 
Mr. JONES. And it is upon that decision that || 
Tum making the question of order. 1} 
Mr. TOOMBS. The gentleman istoo late. The || 


| had sanctioned this action. 


|| Mexico, slavery, &c., upon this bill, he should 
| make the point of order. But he hoped he should 
|| be saved from this unpleasant necessity, by the 
|| general concurrence of the committee, and that the 
|| debate would be confined to the merits of the bill 
under consideration. 

Mr. MOORE said he was not acquainted with 
the general merits of the bill, but there was one 


| item in which he felt a good deal of interest. 


The CHAIRMAN suggested that the bill would 
be considered by sections, and that any section 
could be amended when it should be reached. 

The first and several succeeding sections were 


| read and passed without objection. 


FIRST COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE. 
The following section being under consideration, 
Viz: 
For the salary of one messenger in the office of 


| the First Comptroller, from the Ist July, 1849, 
|| to 30th June, 1850, $700, 


Mr. JONES moved to strike out the section, 
He said by the act passed at the last session, 
creating the Department of the Interior, certain of 
the duties of the First Comptroller were trans- 


| ferred to that department, and the messenger of 


the First Comptroller was transferred with them. 
The Comptroller had transferred the messenger in 
accordance with the law, and then without author- 
ity of law, had filled the vacancy trus created by 
the appointment of another messenger, and this 
was a proposition to sanction that unauthorized 
act, and create another officer. 

Mr. BAYLY said that what the gentleman from 


| Tennessee had said was perfectly true; but from 


the transfer of this messenger from the office of the 
First Comptroller, had arisen an indispensable ne- 
cessity for the appointment of anew messenger. 
The law creating this new department had been 
enacted upon the last night of the session—a 
good deal in a hurry, and there were omissions in 
itin many particulars. For instance, there was 
no appropriation paying the salaries of any of the 
clerks, and hence it was that this bill was necessary 
to pay them, Now, inthe office of the Secretary 
of the Interior, from the fact that his business was 
so distributed about in other departments, it had 
been indispensable that they should have more mes- 
sengers than had been previded for. In view of 


these facta, the Committee of Ways and Means 
But the matter was 
gow fairly stated to the committee, and they could 
make whatever disposition of it they chose. 

Mr. JONES said that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had stated that the act creating the Depart- 
ment of the Interior had passed on the last night 
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of the session, and did not make the necessary 
ie pe for paying the salaries of the Office . 

y that act created. He (Mr. J.) was perfectly 
willing that, in this deficiency bill, appropriati 
should be made, and he thonght they ought 16 he 
made, to pay the salaries of all officers created by 
that act, and for the payment of whose salaries ; 
appropriation had been made. But it was Sits 
mistake of the Congress which had passed that 
bill, and created this defartment, that there in 
a failure to create more officers. It was not be. 
cause of the lateness of the session that they had 
not, but, having transferred many duties former! 
devolved upon the First Comptroller to the Corn. 
missioner of Customs, they had transferred some 
of the clerical force, and also the messenger, The 
First Comptroller, then, without authority of lay 
after this transfer of messenger from him, had 
made another messenger for his own office. |; 
was this unauthorized and illegal act against which 
he protested. 

The question was taken on the motion of M,; 
Jonks, and decided in the negative—ayes 33, noes 
not counted. 

So the committee refused to strike out the sec. 
tion. 


19, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


The following item being under consideration, 

For salary of the chief clerk in the office of the 
Secretary of the Interior, from the Yth March, 
1849, to 30th June, 1850, at the rate of $2,000 per 
annum, $2,719 17, 


Mr. HAMPTON moved an amendment as fo). 
lows: Strike out the above paragraph, and insert, 
‘“* For salaries of chief clerk, and other clerks jn 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 
9th March, 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, the sum 
of $14,568 32. 

Mr. H. said it would be recollected, that 
the bill establishing the Department of the In- 
terior had passed the House at the last session of 
Congress, some time previous to the close of the 
session, and gone to the Senate, where, as had 
been stated by the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, (Mr. Bayty,] it had remained 
until the last night of the session, when it had 
been passed and returned to this House with 
amendments. No time had then been allowed for 
making sufficient appropriations to carry this de- 
partment into effect. No provision had been made 
for any officers in the office proper of the Secretary 
of the Interior, except the chief clerk. It had been 
necessary, therefore, for the Secretary to employ 
a sufficient nun:ber of clerks, to enable him to or- 

anize and carry into effect that department, which 
had been created by the act of Congress. In order 
to do so, he had found it necessary to employ some 
five or six additional clerks. In the estimates 
which had been sent to the House, and which had 
been before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
an appropriation was included sufficient to pay 
these clerks. They were employed about the 19 
March, 1849, and had continued to discharge im- 
portant duties from that time up to the present, but 
not one dollar had been appropriated for, or re- 
ceived by, these clerks. And the question was, 
whether Congress would take the labors of 
these gentlemen from that time to this without 
compensation, or whether it would make sufficient 
compensation to pay them for their services, The 
Committee of Ways and Means had addressed a 
note to the Secretary of the Interior, making '- 
quiry in regard to the employment of these clerks, 
and their duties. He would now send to the 
Clerk’s table, to be read, the answer of the Secre- 
tary, which pleced this matter in so strong and 
clear a light, that it seemed hardly necessary ‘0 
say a word in addition. 

Mr. VINTON, Will the gentleman give wey 
one moment? 

Mr, HAMPTON. Certainly. 

Mr. VINTON said he had understood the gent!’ 
man to say that no proyision had been made {or 
clerks in the office proper of the Seeretary of the 
InterioMby the act creating the department. In 
that act provision was made for the transfer from 
the Treasury Department of a number of clerks ( 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior, to di 
charge similar duties in that office—that was \° 
say, the bill creating that department made pro- 
vision for clerks in the office proper of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, but those clerks were to be 
taken out of the Treasury Department. Whe 
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the Department of the Interior was put into opera- | 
yon, application was made to the Treasury De- | 

arument for the transfer of those clerks: it turned |, 
out on examination that there were nO clerks | 
whose duties were confined to the duties, the dis- | 
charge of which had been transferred. The . 
consequence was, that the Department of the Inte- | 
rior, instead of getting the necessary clerks from 
ihe Treasury Department, had not got a solitary 
clerk. [thad, therefore, become necessary for the 
Secretary of the Interior to employ these clerks. 
The law intended that they should be had from 
the Treasury Department, but it turned out upon 
examination that they could not be had. That 
was the state of the case. 

Mr. McLANE rose to a point of order, and | 
called the attention of the Chairman to the eighty- 
frst rule, which is as follows: 

«No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, | 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, unless | 
in continuation of appropriations for such public works and 1} 
obivets as are already in progress, and for the contingen- | 
cies for carrying on the several deparunents of the Govern- | 
ment.”? 

He objected to the amendment as out of order 
under this rule, the officers for which it provided 
not being authorized by law. The gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Vinton,] he said, had taken pains to 
explain that the law did not provide for these 
additional clerks, but that it provided expressly 
for the transfer of clerks from other departments 
to the office of the Secretary of the Interior. The 
amendment was, he contended, therefore out of 
order, as no clerks were authorized by the law of 
the last session, except those specifically mentioned 
in the law. 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired where the gentleman 
found the authority for appropriations for sta- 
ionery for any of the departments? 

The CHAIRMAN arrested the debate on the 
point of order, and decided the amendment in 
order. 

Mr. HAMPTON then sent up to the Clerk’s | 
table, where it was read, the following letter of the | 
Secretary of the Interior, to which he had before | 

| 


} 
| 


ae 


alluded: 
DeraRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WasHInGTon, January 28, 1850. 

Sin: [have the honor to acknowledge the recetpt, this 
morning, of your letter in relation to the estimates for this 
department. 

The reasons explanatory of the necessity of employing 
clerical aid in the performance of the duties required of the 
department, which could not be postponed or neglected, 
and why no aid could be received by a transfer from the 
Treasury Depattment proper, are given in the second and 
third paragraphs of my report of the 3d of December last. 
accompanying the annual message of the Preside:.t, and 
to which [ beg leave to refer you. 

The first item (on pag 3 of the estimates) being for de- 
ficiencies for the fiscal year, ending 30th June, 1849, is 
intended to cover the expenditures for clerk hire during the 
last four months of that year, and includes @611 11, the 
amount of the salary of the chief clerk for tht period—the 
residue of the sum mentioned, heing for the payment of the 
salaries of the other crerks, and for temporary clerical as- 
sistance necessarily employed during that time. 

The enclosed statement, marked A, shows the number, 
salaries, and duties of the clerks, not provided for by law, 


and now employed in the department proper. By this 


upon the pay rolls of the General Land Office, Indian Office, 
and Pension Office, amount to $5,710. ‘These salaries 
properly belong to those bureaus, and are needed for the 
proper transaction of business therein; and so soon as an 
appropriation is made for the clerks necessary for this de- 
partnent for the present fiscal year, as estimated by the 
second item, those salaries will be returned to those offices 
and be applied to the payment of clerks doing duty therein. 
The aggregate of the salaries of the persons now employed, 
as clerks in the department proper, is £12,500. 

The localities of the varioua bureaus, and the officers 
connected with the department, being so far apart, and the 
required intercourse therewith being constant, the services 
of the messenger transferred from the office of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, were found to be totally inadequate, and 
therefore it became indispensable to employ another one, 
and also a laborer, and a small boy (receiving $5 per month) 
v attend to carrying books and papers to and from the dif- 
ferent offices, the care and cleaning up of the office rooms, 
bring ng up fuel, making fires, &c., and the expenditures 
under these heads, prior to the 30th June last, amount to 
the sum specified as the third item. The fourth item is in- 
tended to cover those expenditures for the present fiscal 
year, and ineiudes the salary of the messenger transferred 
from the office of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Under the provisions of the act creating this department, 
the sum of $4,000 was transferred for its contingencies from 
the appropriations for the contingencies of the Treasury 
Department for the fiseal years ending 30th June, 1849, and 

h June, 1850. The creation of the departinent, as a 
matter of course, involved the necessity of providing the 
requisite office furniture, record books &c. The sim now 
asked for, as the fifth item, is deemed necessary to meet 
the ordinary current expenses of the department for the 


_ present year for those objects 


| 


statement, it will be perceived, that the aggregate salaries | 
of the four clerks now doing duty therein, but who are yet 


HI 


| 


| of his duties, 


| 
| 
| 





| 


| 





The item of $5,000, for the purchase of a library, rests |! the gentleman from Ohio—was to make applica- 
upon the well-known necessity of having books to consult 


in the daily discharge of judicial and administrative duties. | 
[ cannot state, specifically, in advance, in what cases, oron 

what oceasions, I shall need them. 
smali—barely sufficient, as | believe, to furnish such books | 
as will be necessary for current use. 


The sum asked for, is 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. EWING, Secretary. 


Hon. Tuomas H. Bayty, chairman of the Conmnittee of 


Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 


Mr. HAMPTON also caused to be read a state- 


ment from the same source, showing the duties 
| performed by these clerks respectively. 
He said he should detain the committee but | 
| a few moments, because it appeared to him, from | 
, the case as stated in these communications from | 
the Secretary of the Interior himself, it must be | 
manifest to every gentleman, that this appropria- 
tion was indispensably necessary if thatdepartment 


were to be carried on atall. It would be found, if 


, gentlemen would turn to the number of clerks em- 
ployed, and to the appropriations for every other 


department, that all the departments, with per- || tion, now was, shall Congress make provision for 


haps one solitary exception, had more clerks than 
were asked for by the Secretary of the Interior; 
while in no other department was there anything 


like the same amount of labor necessary to be per- 


formed. It would be recollected that in this De- 
partment of the Interior, the Indian, the Patent, the 
Pension, and the Land bureaus, the Penitentiary, 


as wellas a vast variety of other matters, were 


included. One of these clerks, as was mentioned 
in the statement of the Secretary of the Interior, 
which had been read, prepared and drew all the 
requisitions upon the Treasury for moneys paid 


outin all the bureaus in that department, amount- || 


ing, for the last year, since that clerk [Mr. King} 


had been in office, to the enormous sum of $5,17],- 
That sum had been drawn out of the Treas- | 
ury upon requisitions, amounting in number to | 


641. 


2,261. All these requisitions must be drawn and 
prepared by the clerk; and that was but a portion 
It would be recoliected, also, that 
all appeals which come upfrom the Commissioner 


the Interior. 
officer to examine all the evidence in all these cases 
of appeal. The evidence must be prepared, briefs 


must be made out by the clerks, and submitted to | 


the Secretary of the Interior for his decision. That 
department had charge, also, of the accounts of 
all the marshals of the United States, and of all the 
district attorneys. 

It must be evident to this committee and to the 
country, that if this departmerit were to be carried 
on atall, it was essentially necessary that it should 
be provided with a sufficient force to carry it on 
efficiently. Why, when calls for information wece 


' 
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|, tion, as he had been directed b 
to do, to the Secretary of the 

transfer of the clerks from his office. 
tary of the Treasury might refuse or not. 
refused from motives of regard to the public 
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act of Congress 
reasury, for the 
The Secre- 
If he 


_ interest, (as he might have done,) how was the 


| Secretary of the Interior to organize and carry on 
his department? Let the gentleman move a reso- 
tion instituting an inquiry into this matter, if he 
saw proper, but why, he asked, stop this depart- 
ment, simply because the Secretary of the 
| rior could not compel the Secretary of the Treasury 
| to transfer a portion of his force to the Department 
of the Intertor? 
charged in the Department of the Treasury, they 
| had been mixed up with other duties; the clerks, 


nte- 


While these duties were dis- 


, therefore, could not be taken from the Treasury 


, Department, and transferred to the Department of 


| the Interior, without injury to the public service. 


The question, he repeated, and the only ques- 


| carrying on this department of the Government by 


this small appropriation, or will it suffer the pub- 
lic service to be injured for the want of a necessary 
force in this department? 
tlemen for retrenchment and reform, in the trae 


He would go with gen- 


| and proper sense of the term; he would go for cut- 


| 
I} 
| 


1] 


1 


| 


ti 


tI 
of Pensions, must be decided by the Secretary of || 


It was utterly impossible for that || 


| 


| 


| 
j 
' 
| 
' 


| 
| 





made upon that department by Corgress, all the |! 
hands in that department were set to work, and | 


all other business was neglected. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, interposed, and asked if 
all the business now done in the Department of 
the Interior, was not done previous to the creation 
of that department, by the number of clerks pre- 


j 
| 





viously employed, who were all now retained, and i 


all these additional clerks asked for? 
Mr. HAMPTON replied, that it was done in the 


| 


other departments of the Govgrnment—whether || 
by the same number of clerks, or by more or less, || 


he knew not, 


But it mattered not—the act of || 
| Congress, creating this department, as had been |; 


stated by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] || 
provided for the transfer of clerks from other |) 


offices to the office of the Secretary of the Interior. 





| 


| of bureaus, with their chief clerks. 


ting down all expenditures, where it could be done 
without injury to the public service—but he had 
no idea of their laying their hands upon the men 
who did the work in the internal departments of 
the Government; he had no idea of spreading a 
net to catch the small fish, and let the large ones 


pass through; he had no idea of muzzling the ox 
which treadeth out the corn. These men had la- 
bored for twelve months and over—many times to 


a late hour at night. which had been rendered ne- 
cessary in part by the calls of this House and the 
other House, for information—and now to refuse 
to pay them, while hundreds of men, receiving 
three times the pay which these cle:ks receive, 
and doing nothing, were continued in office, would 


be a beautiful spectacle—their ideas of economy 
would be appreciated by the country. He hoped, 


| therefore, that the committee would at once adopt 


this amendment and pay these men for the public 
service they had performed. 

Mr. BAYLY said he desired only to submita 
few remarks upon the motion of his friend from 
Pennsylvania. The law, creating the Department 
of the Interior, provided for a chief of that depart- 
ment, and achief clerk; the law, creating the office 
of Commissioner of the Customs, with a salary of 
$3,000, also gave him a chief clerk, with a salary 
of $1,700; the law, creating the office of Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, gave him also a salary 
of $3,000, with a chief clerk, at a salary of $1,700. 
Thus these laws added to the force which had 


| existed prior to that time, six of the first class of 


officers, one head of a department, and two heads 
So far from 
Congress contemplating, when they had passed 
this law, that an increased force would be made 
necessary by the creation of the Department of 
the Interior, precisely the reverse had been the 
case. We had been told, in the debates in the two 
Houses of Congress, that by creating the Home 
Department, this office of Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, and of Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 
by the division and distribution of the business 
provided for by that law, that the services of the 
officers would be more efficient, and that it would 


| require a smaller, rather than a larger, force. The 


Requisitions had been made upon the other || law, creating these offices, and distributing the 


departments, in accordance with the provisions 


of that act of Congress, and the Secretary of the 


Interior had not been supplied with those clerks. 
That was a question which the gentleman might 
inquire into upon another bill—upon a bill, appro- 
priating for these other departments—he might 
Institute an inquiry, if he pieased, whether there 
were not more clerks in these departments than 


| 


} 
| 
| 
} 


were necessary, since a portion of their business | 


had been taken from them; but he (Mr. H.) 
apprehended that that was not a question which 
affected the present appropriation at all. The 
question was, could the Secretary of the Interior 
perform the duties required of him by the act 
creating that department, without the necessary 
force proposed in this amendment? That was the 
question, and the only question proper to be con- 
sidered upon this bill. Ali that the Secretary of 


| 


| 
| 


| fer. 


business of the former departments among them, 
expressly provided, that the clerks in charge of 
the business, should be transferred with the busi- 
ness; and it had not been contemplated that any 
greater increase of force would be necessary than 
the creation of these leading officers, with their 
chief clerks. Now, when this matter came before 
them, and they made inquiries as to the necessity 
for these officers, which were employed without 
the authority of law, the reply which was given, 
and which they had heard to-day, was, that this 
force was absviutely, indispensably necessary, 
and that the Secretary of the Interior had been 
compelled to employ these officers without author- 
ity of law, or that the public business would suf- 
Granting, if they pleased, for the argument, 


| that all this was true, yet if the head of a depart- 


the Interior could do—as had been suggested by |, 


ment had undertaken to legislate, to create officers 
under a necessity believed by him to exist—if Con- 
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gress, in establishing this department, had 
vided him with an insufficient force to do the pub- 
lie business—and if it was likely, or certain, that 
the public business would suffer in consequence of 
a deficiency of force—the responsibility would be 


upon Congress; Congress it was who should have || 


borne it; and the defence of the Secretary would 
have been perfect, when it was found that he 

not transact the public business with the force 
which Congress had given him—that he had in- 
dustriously euolomns all the force the law allowed 
him. He (Mr. B.) was not one of those who 
were of the opinion, that under this plea of neces- 
sity, a public officer might violate the law. Let 


him do the best he could; let him obey the law, as | 


enacted by Congress, and if he found that Con- 
gress had not provided a sufficient force, let Con- 


gress be applied to, not under a sort of duresse, | 
as in the present case, but with their hands loose— | 


to decide whether this increased force was neces- 
sary or not. 


He knew and felt, to a very great extent, the | 
force of the argument of the genudeman from Penn- || 


sylvania, that the Government had had the services 


to withold from them the compensation they had 
earned. But Congress ought not to have been 
placed in this situation. These men ought not to 
have been brought into the service of the Govern- 
ment, when there was no law providing for their 
payment. Why it was perfectly useless for Con- 
gress to undertake to provide officers, their num- 
ber, and salaries, if the heads of departments 
went on to increase their numbers and fix their 
salaries, and then say to Congress, You have had 
their services and you must pay for them. Con- 
gress had better transfer at once all their authority 
to the heads of departments. It was a bad prece- 
dent. He hoped the House would set its face 
against it. Though he sympathized with these 
men, and though, possibly, the services of some 
of them might be necessary, and ought to be pro- 
vided for, but provided for by striking down others 
whose duties they were now doing, he hoped this 
House would set its face against this precedent, 
and not allow officers to be employed in violation 
of law, and then come in and legalize the proceed- 
ings. He repeated, that he sympathized with 
these men, but here was a public duty devolving 
upon this House. It was a beautiful sentiment 
that 
* Mercy, tho’ sweet, can but relieve the few, 
While justice is that good which seasons all.”’ 

He preferred, while discharging public duties, 
to do justice to all, rather than give way to that 
mercy to which his heart would incline him, but 
which do serious injustice and injury to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. CONRAD wished to ask a question of the 
gentleman from Virginia. The gentleman did not 
deny the necessity of having these clerks ; he had 
understood the gentleman to admit that the duties 
had been performed, and were necessary to be per- 
formed. 

Mr. BAYLY. These clerks have been em- 
ployed, no doubt, very industriously. 


Mr. CONRAD. And did not the gentleman | 


admit, very properly, also? 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; I 
did not say properly, when it was done in viola- 
tion of law. 

Mr. CONRAD. 1 understood the gentleman to 
admit that these clerks had been employed in the 
discharge of public duties. 

Mr. BAYLY. Certainly. 

Mr. CONRAD. In the public service? 

Mr. BAYLY,. Certainly; employed in the pub- 
lic service, 


Mr. CONRAD. The gentleman admits, there- 
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pro- | 


could || state it, that when this law was before Congress | 


|| pursuance of the law which enacted that the clerks 
_ should be transferred with the business which was 

transferred; and although these clerks have been 

usefully employed, I do not know whether others 
| have not been idle in consequence of their em- 
| ployment. I do know this, and although it is a 
| repetition of what I have already said, | will again 


| creating the Department of the Interior, with the 
| Secretary and his chief clerk, with the Commis- 


|| sioner of Customs and his chief clerk, and the | 
Assistant Treasurer and his chief clerk, we were | 
all told that, so far from its leading to an increase || 
of force, that the greater efficiency which this divi- | 
sion would create, would dispense with the ne- || 


| cessity of much of the force we alrendy had. 
| [A Voicg. Is there any evidence that no clerks 
have been transferred ?] 

Mr. BAYLY. Some have been, but not a suf- 
ficient number. 

I have now stated, as succinctly as I could, the 
reasons which have influenced us in this matter. 


Mr. McLANE said that the committee would 
| perceive that the bill, in the last clause, provided 
| for temporary clerks in one branch of the Depart- 

ment of the Interior. Although he had been over- 
ruled by the Chair, and the amendment of the gen- 

tleman from Pennsylvania decided in order under 
the Bist rule, he (McL.) did not mean to vote, 
upon an appropriation bill, compensation for 
_any officer not authorized by law. He conceded 
fully the right of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and of this committee, to provide in their 
appropriation bills for the contingencies of any 
tities of the Government; and in these contin- 
| gencies, he was well aware that Congress at their 
discretion often provided for temporary clerks, 
| but they were designated in the bill, or understood 
to be temporary clerks, and employed for tempo- 


| were always explained. In this bill there was a 
| provision in the last clause for temporary clerks; 
but the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- 


een went further, and proposed that Congress || 
should sanction the appointment, by the head of | 


this department—not only without authority of 


law, but in the very face of the 11th section of the | 


law establishing the Department of the Interior— 
of permanent clerks. He submitted to the com- 


mittee, that this was the very last department to | 
He. 
| was not disposed to detain the committee, nor to | 
discussion matters which | 
| could excite the least party feeling upon the other, | 

or upon this, side of the house; but this Depart. | 

ment of the Interior was the very department of | 


whom this authority should be entrusted. 


into 


introduce this 


| the Government to which they had all had their 
| attention calied, and their anxieties excited. 


and he had voted for it upon the recommendation 
| of the Executive Department of the Government, 
| which had strongly urged upon Congress the pro- 
| priety of instituting that department, and urged it 
| upon the ground, that it would not increase either 
the power, patronage, or extent of these several 
bureaus—that it@wvould simplify the business of 


| the Government, and decrease the overwhelming | 


labor of the other departments. Congress were 
now called upon, not directly to extend this 


GLOBE. 





I leave it for the committee to decide the question | 
; || for themselves. 
of these officers, and that it was rather a hard case | 


rary purposes; and those temporary purposes | 


He | 


had voted for the bill establishing this department, | 


| acts of that chief of the department, who, by his 
| administration of it, had made the department 


| that had induced this feeling, had been in part, these 


fore, that these clerks have been employed in the | 


public service, and that they have properly dis- | 
charged their duties. And he expresses great sym- | 
pathy, and quotes poetry, to prove to this House | 
how laudable mercy is, and yet how unjust it is to | 
pay the clerks, who have been employed for the | 
discharge of public duties, and properly. Now, | 
if there be any poetry, or even prose, or any justice 
in this refusal of the gentleman to pay for honest 
services rendered to the Government, I have very 
imperfect ideas of them all. - 


Mr. BAYLY. 


department by law, but to sanction the very illegal | 


odious. This was the truth, and it must be stated, 
that this very chief of the Department of the Inte- 
rior had brought the Department of the [nterior 
itself into disrepute; and the course of conduct 











He claimed that the 

| cised his right under the law. 

Mr. McLANE said he was not 
} 





| that. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
1 
} 


Passing any 


|| judgment upon the view of the law taken bh the 
|, gentleman from Ohio. The gentleman had ze : 
his own explanation of the facts and the law. He 
‘| (Mr. McL.’s) construction of the law was differ 
ent; but he took the facts, as stated by the litte. 
man from Ohio. The gentleman did state the 
fact, not that the Secretary of the Interior had 
employed temporary clerks, (for that was pros 
vided for in another item of the bill,) but that he 
had supplied the places of those officers for which 
the law did provide, by appointing them on hig 
own responsibility. Now, did we not all know 
that for the Secretary of the Interior to receive into 
| his department existing officers, authorized by law 
i. e., the chief of the Indian Bureau, the chiefy 
of the Land Office, and of the Pension Office, and 
other subordinate clerks, was a very different thine 
from his going through the country to select his 
own Officers, without authority of law, in addition 
to those in the bureaus jast named? and he wished 
to call the particular attention of the committee 
/ and of the country to the fact, that up to this da ; 
| this violation of law had not been admitted, as it 
| was now admitted, in the papers introduced by the 
|| gentleman from Pennsylvania, and in the expla. 
| nations of that gentleman, and of the gentleman 
|| from Ohio. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr, 
|| Barty] had not stated the case to the commitice 
| as strongly as he might have done—as strongly as 
|| the facts justified. He (Mr. Mcl.) should not be 
|| restrained from a reference to the Executive rec. 
|}ommendations in public documents, which had 
|| urged Congress to pass this law. The committee 
| would bear in mind, that this law had beer framed 
|| upon the express recommendation of the Execu- 
|| tive Department, and that the officers had been 
| designated who should be transferred from other 
|| departments to this, and such additional officers 
as were necessary, had been specifically provided 
| for. 

Mr. VINTON (interposing) said, that no clerks 
had been designated by name. The provision of 
the law was, that the clerks of the Treasury De- 
partment, performing like duties, should be trans- 
ferred. 

Mr. McLANE replied that the gentleman from 
Ohio could not misapprehend him, nor could they 
differ. He(Mr. MeL.) had had no idea of saying 
that the clerks had been designated, eo nomine, by 
their individual names, but that particular bureaus 
were designated—the chief clerks of the Indian, 
the Land, the Pension, and Patent Bureaus, and 
their subordinate officers; and it was provided by 
the law, that the officers there existing by law 
were to go—where? Only toa new chief. There 
could be no controversy on this point. The last 
item in the bill provided for contingencies. The 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Rumsey] had 
|| asked him how stationery was provided for in the 
‘| bill; he answered, just as temporary clerks were 
|| —by the provision which allowed appropriations 
| 





for contingencies. 

But that was not the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. That amendment, as 
explained and sustained by the gentleman himself, 
and the gentleman from Ohio, was to provide by 
| law for new clerks—not for those who had hereto- 
|| fore performed the duties in these bureaus, before 
|| they were transferred. Now this question—how- 
ever gentlemen might treat it—was nothing more 
or less than adding to the Department of the Inte- 
rior by law; it was not only the question of con- 
firming the act which established this department, 
but it was giving to it a greater extent, and greater 
powers—providing new and additional officers. 





| 





very violations oflaw. Now, correctly or not, as 
might hereafter turn out, we had been tol! that 
the Secretary of the Interior had assumed powers, 
not authorized by law, in the appointment of offi- 
cers upon his own responsibility. This charge 
had been rung from one end of the land to the 





morning of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


|, (Mr. Hameron,] and the explanation of the gentle- 
‘| man from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton,] were the first con- 
| firmations of the fact that he had violated the law, 
I beg to say to the gentleman || which it was in the power of this House to no- 


from Louisiana, I have not seen any evidence of || tice. 
the necessity of these clerks, or rather | have not | 
seen that clerks could not have been detailed in | 


Mr. VINTON interposed, and (the floor being 
yielded for explanation) said, he did not admit 





other; and the amendment and explanation this 8 for the repeal of the law upon its own 


If this were the question of the repeal of the 
law establishing this department, he was free to 
say, so faras his experience went, he would not 
let even the illegal, unauthorized conduct of the 
chief of that department influence his vote for 
the repeal, as he would let it influence him upon 
this particular vote. He would vote upon a prop- 


merits; if called on to vote upon that question, 
he would be happy now to make his confession, 
that he believed the establishment of this depart- 
ment was to be regretted, and that he considered 
it entirely unnecessary; that so far from it limit- 
ing the powers and patronage of the Executive 
branch of the Government, it had increased them 
much; and he would be happy to concentrate, 
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oe than diffuse, the duties and the powers of 
e bureaus included in its administration. — 
But they were called upon, not only to give the 
Department of the Interior more power, but to 
-ognize that in the chief of the department which 
2 ‘made the department itself obnoxious to the 
unt He put it to the committee, would they, 
n 
end deficiencies, go further, and sanction in the 
wyief of the department that which he had done 





of the committee to the fact, that early in the ses- 
sion the gentleman from Mississippi offered a 
| resolution calling on thé Secretary of the Treasury 
|, to inform the House why the clerks, directed by 
|| the law establishing the Department of the Inte- 
| rior, to be transferred from the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, had not been so transferred ? 


| 
| 








was answered, he would not vote for paying the 
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had been brought against the Secretary of the In- 
terior, ‘The charge was put forth with some de- 
| gree of plausibility. The Secretary had found it 








! necessary, in the discharge of the duties imposed 
| on him by law, to appoint certain clerks to assist 


him in performing those duties. ‘They had been 


\ hat res- i appointed without authority of law, and now he 
appropriation bill providing for contingen- || olution was laid on the table, with the aid of gen- || came here for an appropriation to pay them. It 
tlemen who sat on his right. Until that question |, had been said, that 


ecause he did this, he had 


been guilty of usurpation of power—that when 
ijegally, in instituting new clerkships—permanent _ salaries asked for by this amendment. He de- | the Secretary of the Treasury found that he could 
derkships—in the face of the law which told ‘him || sired to ask his colleague [Mr. Vinton] if there || not transfer the requisite clerks, the Secretary of i 
ghat clerkships he should have? He submitted || had been any conflict between the Secretary of the || the Interior ought not to have complied with the 
that it was a direct infraction of the law—not only || Interior and the Secretary of the Treasury, touch- | provisions of the law, but to have permitted the 
wnynauthorized assumption of power, which might || ing the transfer of these clerks, which were di- | public business to suffer. That the public busi- 
jave been plead here to have been necessary, in- | rected by law to be transferred from the Treasury || ness would have suffered by a neglect to comply 
jispensable for the public service, and which Con- || Department to the Department of the Interior? If || with the law, the chairman of the Committee of 
wress would then have provided for under this last | there had been any such conflict or controversy, | Ways and Means had himself admitted. as 
vem embracing provision for temporary clerks, |) he desired to ask what was the result? He would |) Mr. JONES (Mr. Bayty being out of his seat) ei 
put an infraction of positive law. This committee || yield the floor in order to give his colleague an | said, that the chairman of the Committee of Ways ; 
yould not forget, that if this department of the || opportunity to answer the question. |; and Means was not present; but he would state, } i 
jaterior was examined, it would be found that |) Mr. VINTON said, in reply, that he did not || that he understood that gentleman to contend, that ee 
these bureaus, which were transferred, were all | know precisely what his colleague meant by the || there was no propriety in appointing clerks in any o 
hyreaus established by law, and that the power of || word ‘conflict.””. He knew nothing of any con- || contingency in violation of law. : 
appointment, within these bureaus, was regulated || flict. The facts were simply these: the Secretary | Mr. BAYLY (having just entered) adopted the f 
by law; that the law instituting the Indian bureau, || of the Interior had applied to the Secretary of the || explanation of his triend from Tennessee. ig 
the Patent, and Pension bureaus, did not now pro- | Treasury for a transfer of the clerks, and the latter || Mr. SCHENCK resumed. His mistake, then, f 
yide that the chief clerks of each of those bureaus | had declined to make the transfer. The reasons || was this: the chairman of the Committee of Ways a 
should be appointed by the Secretary of the Inte- || for this refusal were set forth in the letter which | and Means, it seems, did not admit whatevery one ie 
ror, but some, or all, were to be appointed by the | had been already read by the Clerk. If that | else knew to betrue. No one had set up a pretence Be 
chiefs of bureaus, who were responsible, and ap- | amounted to a conflict or controversy, there had | that these clerks were not all usefully employed, ies 
pointed by the President of the United States; that || been one. But he did not think the character of || nor that they did not render service to the Gov- ee 
these men, Who had been transferred, held their | the correspondence justified that appellation. | ernment, and that if they had been in the depart- "3 
slaces by the power of an appointment beyond | Mr. SWEETSER resumed. He had used the | ment by virtue of law, they would not have deserved i) 
the control of this new officer, who had been cre- || word, because public opinion had indicated every- || to be paid. The whole charge was, that there was iy 
ated as the chief of this department; and yet we || where, that on this question a difference of opin- || a usurpation of legislative power on the part of the hee 
had heard that some of these had been removed || ion had arisen between the Secretary of the Treas- | head of the department, in employing the clerks, Bi 
by this subordinate executive officer. Now, al- || ury and the Secretary of the Interior. Whether | which were necessary to enable him to perform the 4 
though they did not meet that question upon this | this difference resulted in any controversy he knew | duties of his office, before they were regularly ap- ‘eam 
bill, or have evidence before them of the fact of || not; at any rate, he hoped the amendment would | propriated for by law. lg 
these violations of the law, because the appro- |, not be pressed until full explanation had been given || What he desired to say on this subject to the ‘fad 
priations for these officers, who had been trans- || on this point. He feltall the force of the argument || House and to the country—and he spoke ad vised- an 
ferred, were not in the bill, yet they would, by || of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, in favor of || ly—was, that there had probably not been a de- ea 
this bill, sanction the administration of this De- || paying those who had been employed in the pub- || ficiency bill for the last seven or eight years, in Sg 
partment of the Interior in acts equally censur- || lic service; but when we are acting on the defi- | which precisely such cases as the present had not ay 
able—an administration which, from one end of the _ ciency bill, he thought all should come to a pause | occurred. In the course of the last Administra- i 
country to the other, was now not only conceded || before they voted to pay the salaries of clerks who | tion, and previous to that, applications had been i” 
to have been active in dispensing public patronage, || had been appointed, in violation of law, to take |, made to Congress to appropriate salaries for clerks ea ; 
and in so doing have been more efficient, more | the duties of those who had been ordered to be | who had been employed without the authority of = 
active, more proscriptive, and more influential transferred from the Treasury Department. In | law, and Congress had, in its discretion, if not in ihe 
upon the public mind of the country, than all the | the face of the unsatisfactory explanation before | its wisdom, granted them. ran 
other departments combined. It had been found |! us, and of the understanding when the DM to cre- || Since the commencement of this debate, he had Re 
that this separation of departments, ar@l creation || ate a Department of the Interior was passed, that || called one of the pages, and sent him to the docu- a 
of this new department, had only had the effect | it would create no additional expense to the pub- | ment room, with instructions to bring him any one a 
of individualizing that power in the chief of the || lic, he could not vote for the amendments. ‘This || of the deficiency bills, and here he had one. It ad 
Department of the Interior, which, heretofore, had |) act of the Secretary of the Interior, was in the face || was the deficiency bill for the year ending the 30th « 
been distributed through, and controlled by, the || of the law as it passed, and gentlemen on the || Jyine, 1848, ‘The very first item was an appro- a 
various bureaus transferred, and which had not || other side ought to make satisfactory explanations || priation for an additional clerk in the office of the ae 
been exercised by the chiefs of the departments, of || when they ask for an appropriation to justify it. | Fifth Auditor, whose services were rendered neces- ‘ay 
which those bureaus had formed a part, with the || He did not stand here to give his vote against || sary by an increase in the number of light-houses. oy 
zeal and spirit manifested by the new power created || the payment of salaries due for services faithfully || This clerk had been employed by Mr. Secretary ag 


by thislaw. This question was one which it was 
very important for the committee to understand. 


| performed for the Government; but he did stand 


} 
it 
i} 


an executive officer, in employing clerks which | 


Walker, without the authority of law, and the 


|| here to resist usurpation of power on the part of || Secretary comes to Congress, and says he had 
He referred to it, because the amendment of the |, 


employed this clerk for eleven or twelve months 


gentleman from PennsyWvania, brought to him, ahd |, could only be properly employed when authorized | 


proposed fo endorse and sanction not only the 
usurpation, by the chief of the Department of the 
Interior, of powers unauthorized by law, but the 
infraction of existing Jaws; an offence which was 
only a part of*the whole policy and administra- 
tion of that department. The Commitiee of the 
House, therefore, were not only called upon to 
increase this department, but to pass upon the 
conduct of an officer, in violation of posizive law, 


| by alegislativeact. He agreed with the chairman 
| of the Committee of Ways and Means, that it is 
|| time we should stand firm, and shake of all these 
|| claims on Congress to pay for services which had 
‘| no authority in law. He would say, further, that 
|| it was the duty of the Secretary of the Interior, 
|| when he found he was unable to get the clerks de- 
| signated by law, transferred from the Treasury 
Department—feeling that the law creating his office 











for his services. Another case, was the employ- 
| ment without legal sanction, of clerks necessary 
| to bring up the business arising out of the Mexi- 
| can war. The Secretary said, that he had not force 
| enough to bring up the business, and he employed 
| more, and appropriations were made for their pay- 
| ment. In the bounty land office, clerks had been 
| appointed in a similar manner, and had been paid 
by Congress. 





without law, and requests an appropriation to pay a 


oe 


pens 28 


which provided, in express terms, that certain || had been passed in view of its bringing no further || Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Scuence yielding the floor 
bureaus then existing in the State, ‘Treasury, and || expense on the country—instead of sending to Con. || for a moment) asked whether the clerks referred ie 
War Departments, should be transferred to the |! gress for an appropriation, to pay for other clerks, || to had been employed in the recess, or during the ‘G 
Department of the Interior, and that all the clerks || should have sent back the business to the Treasury, || session of Congress? af 

of these several bureaus should be under the con- || and suffered the Secretary of that Department to || “Mr. SCHENCK. Both during the session and 3 
roland direction of the chief of the Department || bear the responsibility of disregarding the provis- || in the recess. This one in the Fifth Auditor's 
of the Interior, so far as they were, by existing || ions of the law, and obstructing the publicservice. || Office seems to have been appointed on the lst of a 
laws, under the control of the heads of depart- He could not say what the bureaus were which || June, 1847. That was in the recess. He had { 


ments, fram which they were transferred; and in 


were ordered to be transferred. He believed there 


addition to these, provision was made for a chief | were four or five; and he was told that the bureaus 


clerk to the new department, and for no other offi- 
cer whatever. The violation of law now com- 
plained of, was the failure of the Secretary to con- 
fine himself to the existing clerks transferred to 
him by law, and his appointment of new and ad- 
ditional clerks, not provided for in the law estab- 
lishing the Department of the Interior, or in any 
of the existing laws regulating the organization of 
the other departments. 

Mr. SWEETSER desired to call the attention 





only, without the clerks, had been transferred. It 
| was the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
make the transfer, in obedience to law. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would say afew words, 
without detaining the committee more than a very 
few moments. He had litle to say, and that he 

could say briefly. Sometimes he, and others there, 
when they had very little to say, yet took a long 
time to say that little. What he desired to speak 
to, was the charge of usurpation of power, which 


been employed half a year at least before the ses- 
sion of Congress, when an appropriation was asked 
to pay him, and h.s appointment legalized. 

Mr. BAYLY asked if they were temporary 
clerks? 

Mr. SCHENCK referred to the bill to show 
that this appropriation for the clerk in the Fifth 
Auditor’s office was from the Ist of June, 1847, to 

the 30th of June, 1848—on to the end of the fiscal 
| year, as upon a regularly-established clerkship. 
| Was the gentleman from Virginia now satisfied ? 
The bill supplied the dates. The clerk was em- 
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ployed not only in the recess, but during the ses- 
gion, There is the bill as it was reported, * and 
here is the law as it subsequently assumed that 
form. The friends of the bill made various 
amendments, and these amendments were princi- 
paily for the payment of clerks who had been 
employed in the departments without the authority 
of law. 
. Mr. S, here cited several items to sustain his 
statement In two of the items of amendment 
alone, nineteen thousand dollars appeared to have 
been appropriated for the payment of additional 
clerks, whom the Secretary had been compelled 
to employ, and for whose services he had come 
hert and asked an appropriation. The bill had 
been amended time and again, adding thousands 
upon thousands to pay for their services. And all 
this was during a Democratic Administration, and 
when the Whigs had a decided majority on this 
floor—ihe Whigs, instead of opposing, helping the 
Democratic Administration to sustain the Govern- 
ment, although involving appropriations for cierks 
not employed according to law. And now we 
see an opposition raised up by a party not repre- 
senting a majority of the country—themselves 
a minority of Representatives here, and in pow- 
er accidentally, as it were—trymg to embarrass 
and break down the Administration, by refusing 
the appropriations necessary to pay those who 
had been performing duties for the public—those 
very appropriations for which they themselves 
asked from a Whig majority in Congress. This 
was all he wished to say. The case wss be- 
fore the committee and before the country. If the 
clerks are admitted to have been usefully em- 
ployed, let them be paid for their services; if not, 
et it be withheld. If they had rendered services 
no matter whether we had a Whig or Democratic 
Administration, they are entitled to be paid; and 
he trusted and believed that, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and! Means, they would be paid. 

Mr. GREEN made a brief reply to the gentle- 
man from Ohio, in reference to the statement as to 
the manner in which a Whig Congress had acted 
toward a Democratic Administration. The first 
ey to which he would refer was, that Congress 

ad power to make these appropriations. This 
no man doubted. So far as the question of power 
is involved, there is no need o! precedents—it is 
conceded by all. But the true question is, as to 
the propriety of paying clerks who have been em- 
ployed by the head of a department, without the 
revious authority of law. 

The bill of 1848, which had been referred to, 
did contain appropriations for the payment of 
clerks employed during the recess. And how are 
we to determine the propriety of these appropria- 
tions? We can only look to the necessity of the 
case. In 1848, how was it? There had been a 
great accumulation of business during the prece- 
ding year. On account of the war, the business 
of the offices had more than trebled. It was, at 
that time, greater in the various bereaus than had 
ever been known; and the necessity for the em- 
ployment of additional force was conceded. How 
are we situated? Has the business now, in any 
of the departments or bureaus increased to such 
an extent since the creation of the Department of 
the Interior? Can the gentleman from Ohio point 
out any way in which there has been any unusu- 
al accession to the public business? Is there any 
such increase? He replied emphatically that there 
was not. 

The Secretary of the [nterior ought only to have 
employed the force specified in the law. The busi- 
nega of the country had not been increased. On 
the contrary, it had diminished every where, ex- 
cept in the Third Auditor's office. Quite different 
was thie case in 1847 and 1848, when there was an 
unusual accumulation. 

Mr. SCHENCK (Mr. Green yielding the 
fioor) desired merely to say, that there seemed to 
be no difference between the gentleman from Mis- 
souri and himself. The gentleman had not dis- 
turbed his argument, which was a reply to a 
charge that the Secretary of the Interior had been 
guilty of an usurpation of legislative power in em- 
ploying these clerks. The question which the 
gentleman from Missouri way now arguing, was, 
as to the expediency of the measure. am quite 
satisfied (satd Mr. S.) on that point. 

Mr. GREEN resumed. If there was any par- 
allel case, let us have it. If it be unparalleled, the 


a 


| 
j 





gentleman can show no parallel, as he has shown 
none. In the settlement of accounts, in the bu- 
reaus, it has been sometimes found necessary to 
employ additional clerks, in aid of the accounting 
officers. But such was not the case here. The 


clerks in the Department of the Interior were only 


subordinate to the head of that department, but 
are intended merely to occupy a position between 
the Secretary of the Interior and the Secretaries of 
the other departments. ‘They are clerks who ex- 
ercise a supervisory power, but whose business 1s 
not to revise or settle accounts. The law says 
explicitly that the Secretary of the Interior shall 
not be allowed any additional clerks. The ex- 
press authority to employ one clerk, negatives any 
authority to employ more than one. It is in the 
face of the law by which the department was cre- 
ated. ‘There had been no such case in the history 
of our Government. In the accounting bureaus, 


additional clerks have been employed; but when || 


this department was created, the law took care to 
withhold any such authority here. He disclaimed 
any intention to embarrass the Administration. 
He would never do so. 

Mr. G. then rapidly reiterated what he had be- 
fore said in reference to the difference in the con- 
dition of the public business now and in 1848. 
The country knew very well that there was now 
no pressure which rendered itnecessary to employ 
these additional clerks, and will believe that the 
only object is to obtain increased patronage. He 
desired that when the statements of the gentleman 
from Ohio went forth to the world, the facts which 
he (Mr. G.) had now stated, might go with them, 
side by side. 


The bill creating the Department of the Interior, | 


although asked for by a Democratic Secretary, 
never had received his vote, and he never would 
vote for it. If the Secretary wanted clerks, let 


him come to this House and ask for them, and not | 


assume the authority of employing clerks without 
the sanction of law. He hoped the amendment 
would not be adopted. 


Mr. VINTON obtained the floor, but yielded | 


toa motion that the committee rise. 
The motion having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, 
The committee rose and reported progress, 
And the House adjourned. 


: NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. SCHERVERHORN gave notice of his intention to 
move for leave to introduce a bill to establish a portof entry 
and delivery in the town of Webster, on Lake Ontario, in 
the county of Monroe, State of New York. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees : 


By Mr. FULLER: The petition of James Roberts and 90 
other citizens of Hancock county, praying Congress to make 
an appropriation tor the erectionot a light-house on Green’s 
island, in the entrance of Hurricane Sound, in the county 
of Hancock, and State of Maine. 

Also, the memorial of George Downs and 114 others, citi- 
zena of Washington county, Maine, praying’ for the imme- 
diate admission of the State of California into the Union. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Daniel Stewartand 
81 citizens of Luzerne, Warren county, State of New York, 
asking specific duty oniron, 

By Mr. TUCK: The petition of B. D. Montague and 295 
others, citizens of ‘Tioga county, New York, forthe prohibi- 
tion of slavery in the territories. 

Also, the petition of Lyndon King, of Fulton, New York, 
for the same. 

Also, the petition of George M. Carty and others, citizens 
of Lysander, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of James A. Hayt and 63 others, citizens 
of Steuben county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of L. C. Webster and 116 others, citizens 
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Jobn W. Mullen and 75 others, citi- 
zens of Yates county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Stepben S. Sheldon and 180 others, 
citizens of the village of Brockport and vicinity, New York, 
for a reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of 53. F. Wetmore and others, citizens 
of Massachusetts, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Jonathan [reland and 51 othera, 
citizens of Dunbarton, New Hampshire, for the repeal of 
laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of F. P. Avery and others, citizens of 
Lysander, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition L. C. Webster and 116 others, citizens 
of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, tor the same. 

Also, the petition of C. C. B. Walker and 63 others, citi- 
zens of Steuben county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of B. D. Montagne and 288 others, citi- 
zens of Tioga county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Lyndon King, of Fulton, New York, 
for the same. ; 

Also, the petition of George M. Carty and others, citizens 
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of Lysander, New York, praying that no 8 in 
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such State expressly prohibits the exi s 

\| its limits. . ei slavery Within 

|| Also, the petition of L.C. Webster and 116 

i] neue of Hopkinton, Massachusetts, lor the —n -" 

i| 80, the petition of Lyndon K Ri iets 

} for the tee apes Fulton, New York, 

|| Also, the petition of B. D. Montagne and 

|, zens of Tioga county, New York, Semen A ew 

i] ~_ slave Stuutes into the Union. : 
Iso, the remonustrance of Moses Paul and 220 

| zeus of Dover, New Hampshire, against the further esc 
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| caer the “ Woodworth patent ? (80 called) by act of a. 
| By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: ‘rhe i , 
Chappell and Others, ciuuzens of Rochester No, ames 
|| praying that the duty on foreign iron, as cole cud und nh 
|| tariff act of 1845, be made specific. at the 
| By Mr. KING, of New Jersey : ‘Two petitions for chea 
| postage, of two cents prepaid per half ounce on letters | 
| any distance—one from inhabitants of Jersey City, ang en 
| Other from inhabitants of Newark, New Jersey. : = 
|| _ Also, the petition of 45 ladies ot Newark, New Jers 

for cheap postage, of two cents, prepaid, for half ounce a 
| ler postage for any distance, * 
| By Mr. FOWLER: The remonstrance of Theodore ¢ b 
| and 67 others, citizens of Massachusetis, against the sete 
| extension of Woodworth’s patent, - 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Jot 
Covertand 100 others, praying for a more cftectual law . 
| suppress the toreign slave-trade, aud to aid the efforts ef the 
| friends of colonization. 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of le 

ry Bradiey, Cuacles C. Shepherd and 70 others, citizens u 
| Penn Yan, Yates county, New York, praying that no State 
| hereafter be admitted into the Union, untess tie CONstittION 

of such State shall expressly prohibit slavery within ix 
limits. 

By Mr. WHITTLESEY: The memorial of Wiig, 
Johnson and others, citizens of the State of Ohio, praying 
| forthe establistimentof a mail-route from Barlow, in Wate 
| ington county, to Coolville, in Athens county. 
|| By Mr. PECK: Tie petition of Orra Crosby and others 

citizens of Hardwick and vicinity, Vermont, for the prob. 
bition of slavery in the territories. ‘ 

Al-v, the petiuon of A. E. Goodwin and others, of the sane 
place, tur the abolition of the slave-trade in District of Co. 
lumbia. 

Also, the petition of Kiah Bailey and others, of said 
Ha:dwick and vicinity, in favor of extending jury trials to 
fugitive slaves; and the remonstrance of the same ind. 
viduals against the admission of any more slave states, 

By Mr. SPAULDING: 'The petition of Apolios Hitch. 
cock, for an amendment of the pension law. 

Also, the petition of John Follingby, fora revolutionary 
pension : 

Also, the petition of H. D. Wyckoff and others, for an 
amendment of the patent law. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of James McFadden and |) 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that slavery and 
|| the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Con- 
| gress, in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. GOTT: The memorial of a mass convention of 
| mechanics, held at Syracuse, New York, against a renewal 
| of Woodworth?’s patent for a planing machine, and fora te- 
peal of the@ct of Congress, passed im the year 1845, renew- 
|| ing said patent. 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of Harmon Stidger and 
100 others, praying mail facilities on the route leading from 
Canton, Stark county, to Salem, Columbiana county, Ohio, 

Also, the petition of K. Chamberlain and 50 other citizens 
of Stark county, on the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Aaron Vanderhoof and 59 others, on 
the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Henry Estep and 75 others on the 
same subject. . 

Also, the petition of Joseph Vesient and 30 others on the 
same subject. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Williams and 40 others, on the 
same subject. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The getition of Jacob Parry ani 
66 other citizens of Delaware County, Pennsylyania, asking 
the establishment of an Agricultural bureau. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John E. Levellee and 
90 other citizens of New Madrid county, Missouri, prays 
for a mail-route from New Madrid to Wolf island, via 
Jimes’s Boyow, a distance of about thirty-three miles. _ 

By Mr. ROSS: The petition of democratic citizens 0 
East Whiteland township, Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against any legislation by Congress on tie 
subject of slavery in the territories ; and also, against te 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Juliana Calvin and 
68 other females of Youngstown, Mahoning county, Ob», 
| praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave-traie 
| Wherever Congress has an Sacer s 
| Also, the petition of Silas Crocker and others, citizens 0! 
| Shalersville, Portage county, Ohio, praying Congress © 
| issue Treasury notes for a currency. 


{ 
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IN SENATE. 
| Tvespay, March 19, 1850. 
| 


| Mr. WHITCOMB presented a petition of cit 
zens of Putnam county, in the State of Indians, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
| and Post Roads. 

| Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a pet'- 
| tion of citizens of the State of Wisconsin, asking 
| the establishment of a mail-route from Rockfor, 
| Iinois, to Madison, Wisconsin; which was ' 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads 
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Also a petition of sixteen females and twenty 
ies, of ** Sun Prairie,’’? Dane county, Wiscon- 
deploring the manifold evils of war, and pro- 
oe as a substitute therefor, a congress of 
P ions, or stipulated arbitration; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 

ition of the heir at law of Solomon Parsons, 
isking compensation for the services of said Par- 
gos, as a soldier in the revolutionary war; which 
gas referred to the committee on Revolutionary 

laims. 
ie, the memorial of J. B. Toby & Co., and 
Lewis Kenney & Co., asking that certain duties 
illegally exacted of them on a cargo of coal, may 
he refunded; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. + 

Vr. BALDWIN presented the petition of the 
members of the junior class of Yale College, at 
New Haven, Connecticut, asking for a reduction 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
of Cincinnati, Ohio; a petition of citizens of Me- 
dina county, in the same State; a petition of the 
eachers and students in the Albany Manual La- 
bor Academy, of Albany,in the State of Ohio;, 
and a petition of J. Maris, student in the Citi- 
wn’s Academy at Albany, Ohio, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to two cents on all 
prepaid letters not exceeding half an ounce; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented four memo- 
rials, numerously signed by citizens of the State of 


jowa, asking a grant of the public lands for the | 


benefit of the Branch University, at Fairfield, in 
that State; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 


Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of the 


United States, and two petitions of citizens of | 


Michigan, in favor of a reduction of the rates of 
postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Also, submitted documents in relation to the 
claim of Robert Abbot, to compensation for losses 
by Indian depredations; which were referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


EXTENSION OF A PATENT. 


Mr. CLAY. I have been requested to present 
to the Senate the petition of Wm. R. Nevin, of 
the city of New York, for a renewal or extension 
of his patent right. Mr. Nevin obtained a patent 
in 1836 for a very important invention which he 
hed made in the manufacture or making of bread, 
biscuits, and crackers. The invention made by 


this gentleman is of so much importance that, by | 


testimony which | hold in my hand, it appears to 
be established, that there is a saving of a quarter 
of a dollar upon every barrel of flour by employ- 
ingit. In the specification which accompanied his 
invention in 1836, there was some defect, which 
rendered the patent invalid, and it became neces- 
sary to take out a new patent, with a more full 
ani satisfactory specification. This he did in 
1848; and therefore the patent right commenced, 
or the validity of the patent, at least, from 1848; 
but having been deprived of the benefit of it by 
the circumstances to which I have adverted, he 
wishes now to have it prolonged. The petitioner 
appears to be a poor but very honest man. He is 
&man in an humble condition of life, but he is, | 
have no doubt, from all | have seen and heard of 
him, one of considerable merit. 1 am myself not 
favorable to the extension of patents. 1 think the 
case ought to be a very rare one in which Con- 
gress should grant an extension of a patent right; 
but really, in a case like this, where the individual 
has been deprived of the benefits of his patent 
from the causes which I have mentioned, it seems 
to me but reasonable to give him an extension of 
the time—thus securing to him only the fourteen 
years contemplated by the act of Congress. 

move that the reading of the petition be dis- 
pensed with, and that, together with the printed 
ocuments which accompany il, it be referred to 

Committee on Patents. 

t was referred accordingly. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of Asa Andrews, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 





Orderet, Tihiat the petition of the heirs of John Ramsay, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 00 | 
Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 

Ordered, That the petition of Enoch Baldwin, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, 

| Ordered, That the memorial of Lavinia Taylor, widow of 


Ixaac Taylor, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the | 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, | 
| 
j ; 





Commitiee on Pensions. 


Mr. MANGUM moved that the report of Pro- 
| fessor Espy, on meteorology, communicated by 
| the Secretary of the Navy, be printed; which 
motion was ordered to be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, 


Ordered, Tiat the memorial of John McColgan, asking | 
reimbursement of certain advances made by him for the | 
support of American seamen, while representing a claim | 
against the Butish Government, be taken from the files, and || 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


j 
{} 
i 
| 
i 
1 
1 
| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- |) 
| tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial | 
| of Gad Humphreys, asking compensation for 
Goren destroyed in Florida, by order of the 
nited Statea officers during the Seminole war, | 
| reported a bill for his relief; which was read, and 
| ordered to a second reading. 
| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
| referred the bill for the relief of Lewis Morris and 
| others, reported back the same without amend- 





| ment. 


referred the memorial of Daniel G. Garnsey, an 
officer in the last war with Great Britain, asking | 
compensation for his military services, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the |, 
same; which was concurred in. I 
Also, from the Committee on Printing, to which |, 
was referred the motion to print the petition of | 
Democratic citizens of East Whiteland township, | 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, against the exten- | 
sion of the Wilmot proviso to territory acquired | 
from Mexico, reported against printing the same; |! 
which was concurred in. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on | 
‘aims, to which was referred the petition of | 
|, Thomas Allen, asking an appropriation in fulfill- | 
|, ment of a contract for printing the compendium | 
|| of the sixth census, submitted a report; which || 
|| was ordered to be printed, accompanied by a bill | 
for his relief; whieh was read, and ordered to a | 
second reading. 


GEORGETOWN CANAL. 


| Mr. MASON, from the Committee for the Dis- || 
| trict of Coluinbia, to which was referred the me- || 
| morial of the Corporation of Georgetown, asking |, 
3 authority of Congress to construct certain || 


|| Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
i] 
| 
! 
! 





| 
| 


| ! 


| 
| 





works on or near the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, || 





reported a bill to enable the Corporation of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, to construct || 


certain works therein mentioned, and for other || 


it 
} 
| 


to say, at what rate he shall sell it. 


|| derstand what the 


'| body. 
ernment should go, is to take possession of private 


Now, I ap- 
prehend that the furthest that this or any Gov- 


ernment ought to go, is to take possession of 


I do not un- 
urposes of this corporation 


private property for the public use. 


are. | believe it is for manufacturing or mercan- 
tile purposes. Itis the city corporation; and for a 
| certain purpose, they propose to have the whole 


property of Georgetown subjected to their arbi- 
trary seizure, anda jury of the corporation to say 
the price which they shall rece:ve for it. 

If the citizens of Georgetown want these pro- 
visions, | have not a word to say against it, but I 
cannot consent, asa legisiator, to the incerpora- 
tion of such a principle in any bill passed by this 
I repeat, that the furthest this or any Gov- 


property, making just compensation for it, when 
the public interests urgently require it, and the 


exigency is great for the exercise of that power. 


Mr. MASON, I can assure the Senator from 
New Hampshire that these questions were very 
maturely considered by the committee that brought 
in this bill—the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. They had it under consideration for some 
ume. They had several interviews with the Mayor 
and corporate authorities of Georgetown, and the 


|} committee appointed by the corporation to ask 


this legislation of Congress, and they were satis- 
fied, not only that the ertizens of Georgetown, 
whose property would be affected by the vill, were 
desirous that the law should pass, but that it was 
highly important to the interests of the inhabitants 
that it should pass, and also that the interests of a 
large portion of country are involved in the bill, 
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal will shortly have 
a terminus at Cumberland, and the people of a large 
portion of the country are deeply interested in 
having at Georgetown the means of accommoda- 
ting the trade of that canal. The committee were 
satisfied that it is a case which comes within the 
general provision of the law, and of our Constitu- 
tion, which authorizes the taking of private prop- 
erty for the public use, on just compensation being 
made to the owners, The whole object is to en- 


| able the Corporation of Georgetown to construct 
' certain works on the canal—enlarging it in certain 
| places, constructing basins and communications 


between the canal and the river, to accommodate 
the trade which must come down on this canal as 
soon as it is finished. 

The corporation are to derive no benefit what- 
ever from the worka, excepting that which will 


| give them remuneration for the money expended; 


and there is a provision in the bill that the whole 
authority of the corporation over the matter shall 
be always subjéct to the supervision of Congress. 
That is the real aim of the bill, It does not tres- 
pass upon private rights, unless it be considered 
a trespass upon private rights to take possession 
of property for the public use, and make proper 
compensation for it. 

Mr. HALE. I am satisfied with the explana- 
tion of the chairman of the committee, but I 
would suggest to him, ‘whether it would not be 
better that the jurors should not be taken from 


Sete 


Mr. MASON. The bill relates to a matter of || the city of Georgetown, whose interests are im- 
great local interest to the people of Georgetown, |, mediately affected? = at 
with reference to the trade of the canal. [tis in-|| Mr. MASON. My impression of the provision 
tended simply to give power to the corporation, || is, that the jury are to be taken from the District 
with the consent of the Chesapeake and Uhio Ca- || of Columbia. : 
nal Company, to construct works on the line of | Mr. HALE. Let that part of the bill be read. 
the canal, where it passes through Georgetown.| - Mr. MASON. I should not consider that a 
It is expected that the canal will be finished early || matter of great moment, because the people of 
in the ensuing summer, if not at the close of the | Georgetown would be more likely to do justice to 
spring, and it is important that the work should |; their fellow-citizens. E 
be done at once. 1 would, therefore, ask the Sen- || Mr. HALE. Except where there are conflict- 
ate to allow the bill to be considered now, and | .ing interests. . 
passed. 1 may add, that the bill has been framed || The Secretary then read the portion of the 
with great care, and with the zealous assistance | bill referred to. , 

Mr. HALE. It seems to me, Mr. President, 

vue that that is a wrong provision. The corporation 
Tie bill was then read a second time at length, |! pay the damages, and this bill provides that the 

and considered by the Senate as in Committee of || jurors shall be taken from that very corporation 

the Whole. | which has to pay the damages, and therefore di- 
Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman of the com- | rectly interested against the land owners. I wish 

mitttee had explained the necessity of this bill, \ that an amendment might be made. I do not 

which seems to me to be of rather a novel char- | know that there is any danger, but it is an unsafe 
acter. || provision. ai 

If [ understand it, the corporation can take pos- Mr. MASON. I do not know that any advan- 
session of the private property of any citizen of || tage would be derived from an amendment. The 


purposes. 4 
The bill was read a first time by its title. 


| Georgetown which they may want, deprive him 
\ 


discretion of a jury of the corporation themselves 


of the honorable Senator from Louisiana over the | 


of it without his consent, and ‘it leaves it to the } 


District of Columbia, as it at present exists, is‘a 
very small territory, including only Washington, 
Georgetown, and a small tract of country called 
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the county of Washington. I bave never consult- || the Government to pay one hundred dollars, re- || day; but it would be quite as convenient in mie 
ed with the authorities of Georgetown where the || deemable at the pleasure of the Government, with . 


jury should be taken from, and I do not know 


what the opinion of the people of Georgetown | 


would be upon that point, but I think this duty | 


may be very safely trusted to the people of 


Georgetown; and as I know there is competition | 


for the trade of this canal between the three cities 


of Georgetown, Washington, and Alexandria, | 


perhaps it would be better to leave this matter to 
ihe people of Georgetown alone. Unless the 


semi-annual interest, at six per cent, per annum, | 


payable on the first day of January and the first day | 
of July, ineach year; and this s¢rip is transferable | 
upon the books of the Register of the Treasury, || 
when it shall be assigned by the individual to whom | 
it is granted; and the scrip thus assigned is pre- |, 
sented by the assignee to the Treasurer. Now, \ 
sir, upon the back of e»ch of these Government | 


| obligations there are directions telling how the |) 


Senator from New Hampshire insists on having | 


the amendment or modification made, I submit to 


him respectfully that it would perhaps be better | 


to allow the bill to remain as itis. Ido not want 
to obstruct the passage of the bill by declining to 
accede to the amendment, but [ would much pre- 
fer that it should remain as it is. 

Mr. HALE did not press his opposition, and 
there being no other proposition made to amend 
the bill, it was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and subsequent- 
ly, by unanimous consent, was read a third time 
and passed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice that he | 


would to-morrow, or some early day thereofter, 


A bill to establish an additional land-office in 
fowa. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Hampton and 
others, of lowa. 


Mr. FELCH eave notice that he would to-mor- | 


row, or some subsequent day, ask leave to intro- 


duce a bill to revive and continue in force for a || 
limited time, the provisions of an act relative to 


suspended entries of public lands. 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. UPHAM submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
an.l agreed to: 


Resolved, That ‘he Committee on Commerce be instruct- 


ed to inquire into the expediency of changing the port of 
entyy in the distriet of Vermont, from Alborg,in Grand Isle 
county, to Burlington, in Chittenden county. 


Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Liberty Hill, Dallas county, 
by McKinicy, to Daytoa, in Marengo county. 


INTEREST ON BOUNTY SCRIP. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. If there be no further | 


morning business, | will ask the Senate to indulge 


me by taking up the jojnt resolutian which I intro- | 
duced some days ago, relative to the payment of || 
dividends or interest on war bounty scrip, and | 
which was reported from the Committee en Fi- 


nance, with an amendment. 


The motion was agreed to, and the resolution | 


was read, as amended by the committee, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, §c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and | 


he is hereby, directed, in redeeming and discharging the ob- 
ligations upon the Government for war bounty scrip which 
are assignable, to pay the assignee and holder of such obli- 
gations, all dividends or interest which have been or shall be 
declared and set apart, and passed to the credit: of the obli- 
gee upon the books of the ‘Treasury subsequent to the date 
or the wsigument, unless such dividends or interest has heen 
paid to the obligee before [notice of the assignment] the 


* transfer of the scripupon the books of the office in the Regis- | 
ter of the Treasury, or the presentation thereof for final | 


peyment.”? 


The amendment of the committee is to strike 
out the words within brackets, and insert those in 
italics, 


The joint resolution h*ving been read a second || 


time, was considered as in Committee of the 


Whole, the question being on the amendment re- | 


ported by the committee. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hold in my hand one 
of those war bounty scrips, and if the Senate will 
be kind enough to give me its attention, I will ex- 
plain the matter. Indeed, the paper itself will ex- 
plain the whole object of the resolution. This 
paper, or war bounty scrip, is an obligation upon 
the Government for one hundred dollars, being a 
commutation which the Government agrees to pay 
for the hundred and sixty acres of land given to 
the soldier, It is known that many, perhaps 
thousands, of the war bounty scrips have issued 
to the western people for their services in the 
Mexican war. The paper upon its face obliges 


|| of February, and then recollect that there was || day of this week is already appropriated ? 


| three dollars interest due on the first of July fol- 1 


holder ¢s to assign the scrip to the purchaser; the || 
terms of the assignment and the manner in which || 
it is to be done, are all given. This particular scrip | 
issued to aman by the name of MacDaniel, on the || 
24th of February, 1848, who assigned it to a man | 


by the name of Helm. Now, if the Senate will || 


bear in mind that MacDaniel is the holder of the | 


' 


scrip, that he assigned it to Mr. Helm on the 24th | 


lowing, the force of my resolution will be seen at | 
once. After the first of July Mr. Helm applied | 
for the three dollars of interest. The Government | 


| 


proceed at this time, and, as this is me 
subject, it will answer as well as the othe 8 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. : 
Senate will make such a disposition 0 
now pending, that the census bill may 
with, and that we will continue its 
until finally disposed of, which I 
Pe Cine ateeee 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 9 
the motion to postpone the further considerai; : 
of this subject until Monday next. ? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Unless the int 
days are assigned to other matters, 
Pee for so long a postponement. 

Mr. CHASE. They are assigned. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Iam exceedingly anxioy 
that this discussion should progress. ~ | would 
like to be informed by the Chair whether every 


I hope the 
f the Subject 
be Proceeded 
consideration 
trust can be 


ermediate 


Mr. HALE. I will suggest that, by common 
consent, the subject upon which I had the floor 
that is, the message of the President in reference 
to California—was postponed until to-day, Tye 


refused to pay. He says: 
|| itin February, and as on the face of the paper you author- 
you would issue new scrip by transferring it on the books 


lars?) Under the assignment I am entitled to the dividends 
alter I became the assignee of the scrip.” 

That is the way the holder of the scrip reasons, 
and makes his application to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Whatis the answer he receives? The 
Secretary says: 

{| cannot pay you the three dollars, Mr. Helm, because, 
when the first of July arrived, I passed the three dollars upon 
the books of the Treasury to the credit of Mr. MacDaniel. I 
|| did not Know at the time [ made the transfer that you, Mr. 
|| Helm, had purchased this scrip. Having passed the three 
|| dollars to the credit of Mr. MacDaniel on the books of the 
‘Treasury, | retuse to pay it to you.” 

Now, sir, my resolution requires, with the 
amendment made by the Committee on Finance, 
| that as the whole of this scrip is now to be dis- 

charged, when presented, as the Government has 


| refused to pay interest any longer upon it, that | 


whenever the scrip is presented, the interest shall 
| go to the assignee with the principle, provided 
that interest has accrued, and a dividend been 
declared, subsequent to the date of the assigi® 
ment. 

Now, sir, it seems to me so plain a matter of 
| law and justice, that, unless some objection is 
| made to it, I shall leave it to the good sense of the 
Senate to dispose of it. Therécan be no difficulty, 


off the scrip, he will, upon the books of the Treas- 
|ury, say that these dividends, accruing subse- 
| quent to the date of the assignment, have been paid 
|| to the assignee; and should Mr. MacDaniel, as in 
|| this case, or any other holder of scrip, apply for 
|| the payment of dividends, the Government will 
have nothing to do but to take out the original 
| scrip, and to show that the assignee was enttled 
to the interest, although it passed to the credit of 
'| the original holder upon the books. I will say 


“ { purchased this scrip in February last; and as [ bought 
ized me to present it the very day I bouglit it, and promised | 
' 

! 


ak leave to introduce bills of the following titles: || t 
oak tom ; : . o | of the Treasury Department, why not pay me the three dol- |! 


because, when the Secretary of the Treasury pays | 


| no more, having, as I believe, sufficiently explained | 


the matter. 
The question was then taken on the adoption of | 
the amendment, and it was agreed to. 


two subjects are analogous, however, and my re- 
;, marks will be german to either. I am ready to 
|| submit the few remarks that I have to offer upon 
| this measure. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
|| from Ohio withdraw his motion? 
|| Mr. CHASE. There are other important sub. 
| jects to be considered. There is the census bill, 
| I supposed that bill had been made the order of 
|| the day for to-day, and it was with the view of 
|| proceeding with it that I moved the postponement 
| of this subject. If the special order, upon which 
|| the Senator from New Hampshire has the floor, be 
|| postponed until to-morrow, he will then have an 
|| opportunity of being heard upon it, and the Sena. 
|| tor from New Jersey will also have an opportunity 
of making his remarks. We might take up the 
|| census bill, and probably dispose of it, and pro- 
| ceed with the consideration of the subject of Cali- 
| fornia to-morrow. 
| Mr. DAYTON. I will make a suggestion to 
| the Senator from Ohio, that it will answer his pur- 
|| pose as well to have this subject laid over until 
| to-morrow, and allow the Senator from New 
| Hampshire to go on at this time, and then to bring 
| these four matters together, and consolidate them. 
|| There are now four subjects before the Senate, and 
|| they are alternating—a gentleman gets the floor for 
| a certain day upon one of these four subjects, and 
| another is set down for the hext day, and so on 
alternating for four days. Now, why not let them 
| all lie over until to-morrow, and then consolidate 
| them, and let the Senator from New Hampshire 
|| go on to-morrow, and I will follow him the day 
|| after? 
| Mr. HALE. I would prefer to go on now. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I certainly have no objection. 
|| Mr.HALE. I have nota very long speech to 
|| make, and I have no ambition to make it extend 
|| through two days. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not know 
| that I have any objection to the Senator from New 
| Hampshire going on to-day, but I really hope the 
| census bill will be taken up to-morrow. | should 
| be extremely glad if the Senate would support me 


There being no other amendment, the joint 


| amendment agreed to in Committee of the Whole 
|| was concurred in, the resolution was ordered to 
|| be engrossed for a third reading, and was subse- 
|| quently read a third time, and passed. 


i] THE COMPROMISE. 


\| of the series of resolutions some time since offered 
| by Mr. Cray. % 
| Mr. BADGER resumed and concluded the 
|| speech which he commenced yesterday, [of which 
| a report will appear in the Appendix. ]} 

| A brief conversational debate ensued between 
Messrs. CASS and BADGER, and in which Mr. 
| DAVIS, of Mississippi, also joined, respecting 
|| certain points which had been referred to in the 
|| course of Mr. Bapcer’s remarks. 

| Mr. CHASE then moved that the further con- 
|| sideration of the subject be postponed until Mon- 
| 








day. 

Mr. HALE. | will suggest, that it was my 
purpose to submit some remarks upon another 
subject: which has been made the order for this 





resolution was reported back to the Senate, the | 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 


|| in the proposition to take up the census bill to 
|| morrow, if the Senator from New Hampshire goes 
on to-day. : 

Mr. HALE then addressed the Senate, mainly 
in reply to the speech of Mr. Catnoun. [Of his 
remarks a report will appear in the Appendix.) 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 20, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday having being read— 

Mr. PHELPS moved that it be so amended as 
to state that the letter from the Postmaster-Ger- 
eral, transmitting, in compliance with the resolu- 
tions of the 4th February last, statements showing 
the number of failures of the mail on the roule 
between the cities of Washington and New 0 
leans, during each of the years ending on the 31st 
of December, 1848 and 1849, &c., and also the 
probable cost of running the daily express mall 
between Griffin, in Georgia, and Mobile, had ye 











| 
| 


| terday been referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 
Ordereil accordingly. 
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: ~ and then the Journal was approved. | House can be obtained for the reception of reports tions more closely allied the discharge of his own a) 




















* Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the unan- || from committees, and no debate will arise, | am || personal duties. He also explained the sub-divi- : 
- mous consent of the House to introduce resolu- || content to withdraw my motion for that purpose. || sions and the bureaus more remote from the Sec- 

sions and memorials of the State of Tennessee. Otherwise 1 shall not withdraw it. ' |, retary, and their duties, &c. 
. after a remark by Mr. PRESTON KING, of || Such appearing to be the understanding of | He had (he proceeded to say) stated these facts 
ct ghich nothing was heard on the rans Chair, | the House, the motion was withdrawn by Mr. | for the purpose of showing, that unless the Secre- 2 
d Mr. CONGER rose and objected, assigning as | Bayty. sot eg | tary of the Interior not only, but every Secretary, 
n yreason for doing so, that the resolutions hereto- | Mr. WINTHROP addressed an inquiry to the ha these clerks in his office proper, the machiner 
Ve fore presented by his colleague, [Mr Preston 1 Speaker, which was understood to be, whether || of his department would come to a dead stand; 

Kine,] from the Legislature of New York, were all reports were to be received, but only those not || and unless these clerks were in the office of the 
n yet in abeyance on a motion to print. And he || giving rise to debate to be acted upon? |, Secretary of the Interior, the pensioners could not 
n ave notice, that until those resolutions were dis- | The SPEAKER. If the unanimous consent of | be paid, the Indian annuities could not be paid, 

“eed of, he should object to the presentation, out || the House should be given for the reception of || no provision could be made for carrying on our 
te oforder, of any resolutions from State legislatures. || such reports as will not give rise to debate, any || courts, and all operations in that department must’ 
10 So the resolutions were not received. report upon which debate arises must immediately || be suspended. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of the || go over, and take its place on the calendar. = —'| += Now, when this Department of the Interior was 

ity. || Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose to inquire | created, it was supposed that the necessary force 
- THE WHITNEY RAILROAD. || of the Speaker what would be the effect of a de- || in the office proper of the ee the Inte- 
id © AKER anecenced the enfnishod busi mand for the previous question, if called on any | rior could be obtained out of the Treasury De- 
y The SP a € unanished oust: || report which might be presented ? || partment. Asa matter of course, if they could 

yess of the morning hour to be, the resolution || The SPEAKER. If unanimous consent should.) have been obtained there, it would have been de- + 
" reported yesterday by Mr. Futter, from the || be given to receive reports or resolutions that || sirable. There was, therefore, in the act organ- ey 
- Committee on Printing, in favor of printing five || would not give rise to debate, the Chair would not | izing the Department of the Interior, a provision 
ce thousand extra copies of the report of the Com- || entertain the demand for the previous question. |) directing that there should be a transfer of clerks 
ie mitte on Roads and Canals, accompanying a bill | Mr. PRESTON KING rose and objected. || from the Treasury Department to the Department i 
e. io set apart and sell to Asa Whitney, of New || 5 unanimous consent was not obtained, and | of the Interior for his office proper. The law did ay 
to York, a portion of the public lands, to enable him || the motion of Mr. Burt was not entertained. | not specify how many should be transferred, but : 
vn to construct a railroad from Lake Michigan, or | Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion that the rules || as a matter of course, the intention of Congress 

the Mississipp! river, to the Pacific ocean. || be suspended, and that the House resolve itself || was, that there should be as many as were neces- 
or Mr. ROBINSON was entitled to the floor, and || into Committee of the Whole on the state of the || sary to perform the duties of that department. 


addressed the committee at length, in reply to 


sed. || Union. The letter of the Secretary of the Interior, which 
b- the objections yesterday taken to the bill by Mr. | _Mr. RICHARDSON, (tothe Speaker.) Ifthe | had been read yesterday, and which he had now 
1, Bowutn. [His speech will be published in the 


| House should refuse to go into Committee of the || before him, showed that, in organizing this depart- 








of Appendix. | J é || Whole on the state of the Union, what will be the || ment, the Secretary of the Interior called upon the ; 
of Mr. ROBINSON, at the close of his speech, || first business in order ? Secretary of the ‘Triasery for the clerks that were te 
nt remarked that he had not said all that he intended | ‘Phe SPEAKER. The first business in order || necessary to carry on the functions of his office ° 
h or desired to say upon the question, but that, || will be, the motion made by the gentleman from || proper. ‘The Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
be when the subject should come regularly before || New York, [Mr. Concer,] to reconsider the vote || Just come into his place in the department, and 
in the House, he should again hope to be heard. | by which the bill, reported from the Committee on || was, of course, not familiar with its details, called 
a- He had not occupied the whole of the hour al- || patents, to extend the patent heretofore granted to || upon his chief clerk, McClintock Young, esq.— te 
ty lovted to him by the rules. He knew that gentle- || Wijjiam Woodworth, had been referred to the | an old and experienced officer of knowledge, abil- £ 
he men were averse to entering into the discussion at || Committee of the Whole House. And on that || ity, and integrity, who had been acting Secretary aie 
0- this time. He would therefore call for the pre- ‘| motion the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Oris] is || of the Treasury for several months, during the ill- a0 
li- vious question; and he hoped the House would || entitled to the floor. ness of Mr. Walker, the late peers report ASE 
extend to him _the courtesy of ordering these | Mr. BAYLY. The deficiency bill ought to be |) what clerks could be spared fr6m his department. es 
to copies to be printed. ‘| acted upon. The question was then taken on the || That officer reported that no clerk could be spared igi 
Tr Mr. VENABLE appealed to the gentleman || motion of Mr. Bayty, and decided in the affirma- || from the Treasury Department, except the clerk ee 
til from Indiana (Mr. Ropinson] to withdraw the || tive, without a division. || who was performing the duties of what was called fas 
W motion, to allow him (Mr. V.) to say a few words. THE DEFICIENCY BILL | the Chickasaw fund. Mr. Meredith wrote to Mr. +3 
ne Mr. PARKER made a similar appeal, remark- | : : ; Ewing accordingly; but upon examination, it was he 
n. ing, that as a member of the Committee on Roads || So the House resolved itself into Committee of found that the Tacics connected with the Chicka- et 
nd and Canals, he desired to make some explanations. || the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Burt, of || caw fund had not been transferred to the Depart- a 
or Mr. ROBINSON seemed undecided, when | South Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the | mont of the Interior; of course the Secretary of ba 
nd The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- || consideration of the bill “to supply deficiencies in | the Interior did not get him—in other words, he ; 
2 man withdrew the demand for the previous ques- | the appropriations for the enrnee of the fiscal year | jag got no clerks. + a 
m tion, or not? ‘ i ending the 30th of Jane, 1850. Now, the law organizing the Department of the 4 
ite Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid The state of the question was as follows : | Interior intended that the Secretary should have the ee 
ire on the table. : u ; | The following item being yesterday under con- || ojerks necessary to perform the functions of his Ee 
ay Mr. ROBINSON said, that motion having been | sideration, : } || office proper. “9 
made, he should decline to withdraw the demand 1 ‘For salary of the chief clerk in the office of || Mr, SWEETSER called the attention of his - 
for the previous question. || the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th March, | colleague to the eleventh section of the act of ie 
”". And the question, ** Shall this resolution be laid || 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, at the rate of $2000 Congress, creating the Secretary of the Interior, as 
to on the table ?”? was taken, and the affirmative vote || per annum, $2,719 17.” which provides, “thatthe President of the United ol 
nd was declared to be, ayes 75. Which item Mr. Hampron had moved :o || « States, in the recommendation of the said Secre- a 
The a and nays were asked. _ || amend as follows, j || © tary of the Interior, may transfer from the Treas- Te 
ow Mr. WOODWARD suggested that the motion || Strike out the above paragraph, and insert the || « ury Department proper, to the Department of . a 
ew should be withdrawn, remarking, that he presumed || following: ‘‘ For salaries of chief clerk and other | « the Interior, such clerks in the office of the Sec- % 
he the discussion would take up less time than the | clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior, | « retary of the Treasury as perform the duties 
ald effort to prevent it. || from the 9th of March, 1849, to the 30th of June, || + over which the supervision and control are given ay 
me The SPEAKER said no remarks were in || 1850, the sum of $14,568 32— | “by this act to the Secretary of the Interior.” y 
to- order. || Mr. VINTON said hethought if hecould get the || Mr. S. submitted to his colleague, that on yes- pes | 
es The yeas and nays were refused. ; | attention of the committee for a few moments, he | terday he had admitted that the Secretary of the ee 
Mr. UMSEY called for tellers on the motion |) could satisfy them that the amendment of his || Treasury had not transferred the clerks desired by 5 
nly lo lay the resolution on the table. || friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Hampton] ought | the Secretary of the Interior, and that, until such ‘z 
his Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Kine of || to be adopted. Thatamendment proposed to pay | requisition had been properly made, the Secretary a 
| Rhode Island, and Waxpo of Connecticut, were || for the services of the clerks that were in the | of the Interior was in fauli in having appointed % 
appointed. ‘ f , office proper of the Secretary of the Interior. He | clerks, without having made the requisrion au- ‘ 
And the question, ** Shall the resolution be laid || thought it very probable that many of the mem- || thorized by law. He further submitted to his _ 
upon the table?” was taken, and decided in the.) bers of the House had not had “occasion to direct | colleague, thatthe law provided that, in the transfer / 
afirmative—ayes 83, noes 51. || their attention to the special organization of the | of the different bureaus, the authority was ex- 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. || Executive departments, for the purpose of ena- | pressly given for the transfer of the whole force oa 
mn Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, || bling them to know, precisely, what were the | of the bureaus. s 
| as and that the House resolve itself into Committee | duties which were performed in the offices under He insisted, that at the time the law passed - 4 
en- of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the'| their control. [He proceeded to present a some- | creating the Department of the Interior, a pledge a 
shu purpose of resuming the consideration of the de- || what minute view of the internal organization and | was given to the country, by the friends of the "4 
ing ficieney bill. ‘ machinery of the various Executive departments, | measure, that no expense would attend its con- ie 
ute Mr. BURT suggested that, by unanimous con- || and to trace the course of business in its passage _ tinuance for clerical force, beyond that which was "oe 
Or- sent, one hour should be appropriated to the re- | through them, showing that each head of a de- | expressly provided for in that law. i 
Lat ception of such reports from committees as would partment has a certain number of clerks, in what | e further insisted, that the Secretary of the B- 
the hot give rise to debate. is styled his office proper, who assist him in the | Interior was cognizant of the provisions of the 4 
nail The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, || first examination of papers—an examination made Jaw under which he took Office. If the instru- y 
es ting the motion to into Committee of the || with the view of directing their reference to the | mentalities were not sufficient io warrant him in - 
the hole on the state of the Union. proper bureaus for full investigation, and whose || believing that he could execute the functions of 3 
Mr. BAYLY. If the general consent of the, |/ aid is also necessary in the various other transac- | the office, he could then have declined the office, a 
. 4 
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and Congress would, ata future season, have made 
suitable provision, or have repealéd the law. 

He asked his colleague toexplain whether these | 
clerks had been transferred, as the law required, | 
or whether the report contained in the Globe of his | 
remarks on yesterday had done him injustice? —| 

Mr. VINT 
on to speak upon this point. The inquiry of his 
colleague showed that he did not understand this 
law. His colleague mixed up these bureaus with 
the office proper. All these bureaus had been | 
transferred, He had understood his colleague to | 
say yesterday that the bureaus had been trans- | 
ferred without the clerks. 

Mr. SWEETSER desired his colleague [Mr. 
Vinton] to explain if there had been no increase | 
of business, why there had been this increase of | 
clerks ? 


-_——-—— 





Mr. VINTON replied, that it was because the || 
Treasury Department and the other departments || 
had been overloaded with business, and that the late || 


Secretary of the Treasury had recommended the | 
creation of anew department. But the act cre- 
ating the Department of the Interior did not create | 
any new clerks in the Indian, the Patent, the | 
Pension bureaus, or any of these offices. All the | 


ment, which were not at that time already in ex- 





|| ployment of additional clerks. 
|| sidered this a precisely similar case. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


known an appropriation bill pass in which similar 
appropriations had not been made. 

| The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Green] had 
| yesterday undertaken to draw a distinction be- 
| tween this case and those cases which had occur- 
red during the last Congress, in which, he had 


ON resumed. He said he was going || said, that the increase of business justified the em- 


He (Mr. V.) con- 


| The gentleman from Missouri had justified the 
| employment of additional clerks in the departments 

during the last Congress, on the ground of an in- 

crease of business. Grantit. But where was the 
| law which said, that if there was an increase of 
business, the Secretary might employ additional 
clerks? 
| fact, it was not so strong a one. This was one 
| of the strongest cases that could be presented. 

Mr. GREEN interposed, and (Mr. Vinton 
yielding) explained that he had stated that, owing 
to the necessity of the circumstances surrounding 
| the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Walker, 
| he had departed from the law, but that the neces- 


| sity of the circumstances had justified Congress in 
recognizing and sanctioning that act; and that a 


|| corresponding extreme necessity in this case would 


from the law. But he had argued that no such 


} 
clerks that were necessary for this great depart- || justify them in sanctioning a similar departure 
| 
| 
| 


istence, were those clerks who were to be around | 
the person of the Secretary of the Interior, to aid 
him in keeping the machinery of his gh oF i 
in motion; and as he had already sai 

Treasury Department; but it had proved that the 
Secretary of the Treasury had reported that none 


could be spared from his department. i 


The amount of it then was, that in passing this 
act, as was the case with reference to many others, 
Congress had labored undera mistake. The mis- 
take was, in supposing that a sufficient number of 
clerks could be spared from the other departments 
to perform the duties required in the office proper | 


of the Secretary of the Interior. i 


The Secretary of the Interior had two courses 
before him. One @as, the course recommended | 
by the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, [Mr. Bayxyr,] that was, to fold up his | 
arms, and say to the one-legged and armless men | 
who had been mutilated in the Mexican war, and | 
to the old widows of revolutionary soldiers, and | 
thousands of others whose daily: bread—whose | 
very life—depended upon receiving the pittance | 
which was awarded to them by the Government, | 





“* Congress has not provided me with the necessary || 


clerical aid to perform the duties of my office, and | 
therefore you must go unpaid.”’ 
alternative, 
the Secretary chose, which was this: he had said 
to the clerks who were there, “‘ You may go into 
thie office, and perform the duties, but you must 
rely upon Congress to pay you,”’ The Secretary 
of the Interior had not drawn one dollar out of the 
Treasury for the payment of these clerks. If he 
had done so, there might have been some ground | 
of complaint. These clerks had gone into the | 
office with a full knowledge that there was no ap- | 
prepriation for them, and that they mustrely upon 


told them eo. 


whether Congress would say that they would not | 
pay these men—who had been laboriously em- 
-ployed in the discharge of neceasary public duties | 
—under these circumstances. 


tar 

will pot employ you—there is no provision in the | 
law authorizing it; I will let the pensions go un- | 
paid—the Indian annuities ge unpaid; I will let | 
the Courta of Justice be shut up’—if he had | 
done that, upon this picayune principle of saving 
the salaries of a few clerks, they would have had 
a whirlwind in this House, which would have 
come as near taking off the roof of thia Capitol, as 
the storm did the other day the roof of the build- 
ing in which some of the officers of this very | 
department transact their business, The law 


required the business of the department to be || 


carried on. The Secretary was under obligation 
to see that it was transacted, 

It had been argued here by gentlemen, that this 
was an extraordinary discretion—that it was some- 
thing new under the sun. Why,as he had before 
stated yesterday, during the twenty years of which 
he had been a member of this House, he had nuver 


» it had || 
been supposed that they could be had out of the || 
1] 


| 
| 
1 


That was one || 
The other was, the alternative which || 


|| attention of his colleague to this point. 
That was the case; and now the question was, | 


Why, if the Secre- | 
of the Interior had said to these clerks, ‘I | 


necessity now existed. If it did, he wanted the 


|| gentlemen to show it. 


| Mr. VINTON said he thought he had shown it 
already—that there was a sufficient necessity for 
the employment of these officers. Would the gen- 
| tleman from Missouri say that the Secretary of the 
| Interior should have left these pensioners unpaid ? 

Mr. GREEN replied, no. He should have 
| taken the clerks from the Treasury Department. 


|| Mr. VINTON said, but he could not get them, 
| Mr. KAUFMAN (Mr. Vinton yielding the | 
| floor) said that he would answer that the Secretary 


| ought to have gone to the President of the United 


made application for them. There was no proof 
that he had evér gone to the President of the Uni- 
ted States, as he was directed by the letter of this 
law to do. 

| Mr. VINTON said, suppose that the Secretary 
of the Interior had gone, in _ the first place, to the 
| President of the United States, and demanded the 
| transfer of these clerks, was the President, upon 


into the Treasury Department, and take out a 


| first coming into office, to go and dip his hands 


dozen of clerks at random. The Secretary of the 
Interior had done that which was required by 
courtesy from one officer to. another. He had 
called upon the Secretary of the Treasury, in the 
first instance, to know whatclerks could be trans- 


| ferred from his office—to get their names—and, if 
| he had succeeded, he would have carried the list 


to the President of the United States, who would 
have made the transfer, of course. But when the 
Secretary of the Treasury had answered that no 
clerks could be transferred from his office, for the 
Secretary of the Interior to have gone to the 
President of the United States and demanded a 
transfer, would have been considered a very high- 


|| handed proceeding. 
Congress for their compensation. ‘Phe Secretary || 


Mr. DISNEY interposed, and wished to call the 
He (Mr. 
D.) understood that the Congress of the United 
States, when they had created this new Depart- 





|| ment of the Interior, had expected that the busi- 


| ness of this department could be carried on with 
the aid of clerks then employed in other de- 
partments. 
retary of the Interior, and given to it a particular 
| organization, leaving the existing clerks to the 

discharge of the duties anerrae to the new organ- 

ization. The Secretary of the Interior had found, 
| as he [the Secretary] believed, the organization to 
be defective, and had created a new organization— 
not by employing the clerks appertaining to the 
respective offices transferred, but by the appoint- 


|| ment of new clerks, discharging new duties, inter- 


vening between the Secretary and these heads of 


| the bureaus. 


This was as he (Mr. D.) understood the case. 


| It was nota question about the transfer of these 


‘| as he understood 


‘| understood the queation, 


clerks, but whether Congress would sanction the 


| new organization which had been made by the 


Secretary of the Interior. That was the question, 





Mr. VINTON replied, that his colleague mis- 
In this very law it was 


It was a similar case to the present—in | 


States, according to the provisions of the law, and | 


They had created the office of Sec-— 





March 20, 


| provided that the Secretary of the Interi an 
have his office proper. But the idea ace = 
clerks composing that office proper, could be - 





| out of the Treasury Department. Tire 
be obtained from that source, and he ona 
| persons to discharge the duties. That was all, 


There had been no new organization. 

He repeated that nothing new had been done j 

this case. It had always been done jn ete 
| cases. If the Secretary of the Intertor could leet 
| gotalong without it—if he had employed clerks fi : 
duties that were necessary—if he had employed 
| more clerks than were necessary—why, then _ 
| matter of course, Congress could refuse to pay a 

money, and make an example of him. Bucs he 
had employed no more clerks than were necessary 
to perform the duties, and if those duties must J 
performed, it constituted a case where Congress 
should say whether these clerks, who had_ 2 
formed the duties, should go unpaid. This (.. 
partment was a laborious department, there Sans 
more duties performed in it than in any other de. 
partment under the Government, excepting per. 
haps, the Treasury Department, und he was not 
sure but more than in the Treasury Departmey 

tie referred to the Blue Book, and read therefrom 
a statement of the amounts paid for clerk hire in 
the office proper of each of the departments 
showing that the amount asked by the Secretary 
| of the Interior was less than that asked for similay 
| purposes by the Secretaries of the Treasury and 
| of the Navy. The amount asked for, he said 

showed that there were no sinecures in that office, 
There was no doubt at all that these clerks had 
been harder worked than the clerks in any de. 
partment of the Government, as their very situa. 
tions and compensations depended upon it. The 
question now was whether having been thus ne. 
cessarily employed in the discharge of the puliic 
business, they should be paid. 

Mr. KAUFMAN rose and stated that the bill 
under consideration, as reported by the Commitiee 
of Ways and Means, contained the following 
clause: ; 

‘* For salary of the chief clerk in the office of 
the Secretary of the Interior, from the 9th of 
March, 1849, to 30th June, 1850, at the rate of 
$2000 per annum, $2,719 17.”’ 

Thegentleman from Pennsylvania had moved to 
amend this clause of the bill as follows: 

Strike out the above paragraph, and insert: 
‘*For salaries of chief clerk and other clerks in the 
office of the Secretary of the Interior, from the 
| 9th March, 1849, to the 30th June, 1850, the sum 
| of $14,568 32.”” 

Making an addition to the appropriation, as it 
came from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| to the amount of $11,849 15 more than had been 
authorized by that committee. The appropria- 
tion recommended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means is to carry into effect an existing law. 
| The amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 

vania, is to make an appropriation for an object 
totally unauthorized by law. He conceived that 
a very important subject was thus brought before 
the House, and two questions were involved in 
this amendment. The first of these was, the mere 
question of the propriety of granting this appro- 
priation as a measure of relief to those clerks whi, 
: did not deny, had rendered services to the 
| 








Government. The second view relates to the 
usurpation of power, committed by the Secretary 
of the Interior, in employing these clerks in viola- 
tion of the provisions of law. 

If a bill were to be presented to this House, for 
the relief of these clerks, and it was satisfactorily 
shown that they had no power to obtain payment 
for their services, out of the pocket of the Secretary, 
he might be induced to vote for it; but he could 

| not vote for a proposition, the effect of which 
would be, to render these offices permanent, and 
would legalize the act,of the Secretary of the !n- 
terior, by whom they have been employed. He 
could not agree togive a vote which would tend 
to ratify this act of the Secretary, although he 
| might be disposed to go in favor of a private bill 
| for the relief of these clerks. " He would not give 
his vote for the amendment of the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania, which had not received the sanction 
| of the Committee of Ways and Means, and ought 
| not to receive the sanction of the House. 
If the Secretary of the Interior had been actu- 
ated by a desire to carry out the provision con 
tained in the eleventh section of the act to creale & 
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+e Department, under which his department 
i anil the course to be pursued by him 
yas clearly pointed out. How did he proceed in 
eying out this law? He had violated the pro- 
ge of the eleventh section of that law. The Sec- 
ay of the Treasury had no control assigned to 
yim by the law. It was made the duty of the 
qeretary of the Interior to go to the President of 
the United States, and if the President did not di- 
rect the transfer of the clerks indicated in the law, 
and the necessity of appointing clerks to perform 
the duties prescribed by the law had been imper- 
aive, the responsibility of employing such clerks, 
and thus transcending the power vested in the Sec- 
retary bY the law, would have devolved on the 
pesident of the United States, and not on the 
geretary of the Interior. Congress had placed 
the power of making the transfer in the hands of 
he President, whose military services and whose 
valor had gained for him the confidence of the 
ountry. 
What is the provision of the law? The eleventh 
wetion of the act creating the department reads 


tus: 


“Section x1. The President of the United States, on the 
recommendation of the said Secretary of the Interior, may 
transfer from the Treasury Department proper, to the De- 


partment of the Interior, such clerks in the office of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, as perform the duties over which the 


eervision and control are given by this act to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior,”? &c. 

Here it was plainly made the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to go to the President, and, 
while the Secretary of the Treasury, who is the 
equal of the Secretary of the Interior, could not be 
controlled by the latter, the President, on the au- 
thority of the law, would have directed the trans- 
fer to be made; and if the clerks, so directed to be 
transferred, should then not be found where they 
were ordered, the responsibility would not have 
been on the Secretary of the Interior, but on the 
President of the United States. Why were not 
the clerks there? Were they not to be found in 
the Treasury Department? The President would 
have found them. Why were they not there? 
The fact is that the clerks were there, and if the 
business which was performed before the estab- 
lishment of this new department in the bureaus to 
which they were attached had not been increased 
by the creation of that department, the same force 
would be found sufficient to perform the same du- 
ties; and, if application had been made to the 
President, all these necessary clerks would have 
been transferred with their bureaus, without sub- 
jecting the Secretary of the Interior to any act 
which would have compromised his dignity. 

The provision of the law is, that the President 
may transfer from the Treasury Department such 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry as perform the duties over which the supervision 
and control are given by this act to the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

The language of the gentleman from Ohio yes- 
terday did not exactly conform to the phraseology 
ofthe law, He epeks as if the clerks so to be 
transferred were to be such only whose services 
were confined to the duties of the bureaus which 
were directed to be transferred. The language of 
the law is, that they shall be the clerks who per- 
formed these duties, not they who were confined 
entirely to the work of those bureaus. 

When the’ law creating this department was 
under the consideration of Congress last session, 
he (Mr. K.) had opposed it. 
t large majority of the Democratic members on 
this side of the House, but it was passed und be- 
came a law. Some of those who had then been 
induced to vote for the organization of the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, were now ready to vote for 
ts repeal. The bill was hurried through the 
House, but it became a law, and he had no hope 
of its being repealed. The increase of the Fed; 
eral patronage was very apparent. 

The march of Executive power, and the increase 
of Executive patronage, were ever onward. Like 
the tracks to the lion’s cave, they were all toward 
It, but none from it. ‘ Mulla vestigia retrorsum.”’ 
Let whatever party be in power— Whig or Demo- 

Cratic—it will clutch the existing patronage, al- 
though the Democratic party is much the more 
economical, as their opposition to thia bill, and 
their refusal to create the Department of the Inte- 
nor, prove, when they had the aseendancy in all 
ches of the Government, But if it cavnot be 
repealed, we ean and ought to hold its head to a 


It was opposed by 


strict accountability, and a rigid construction of | 


the law. 

When this bill was before the House last year, 
what was the language of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Vinton ?] ‘He would ask the attention 
of the House and the country to the remarks 
made by that gentleman, in his speech, on the 12th 
February, when the House was compelled to in- 
stant action under the press of the gag-law. His 
language was as follows: 

** And here any gentleman would naturally ask—it was 
the first question usually asked—what was to be the cost of 
this new organization? Upon that point he had to say that 
upon the plan proposed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
only two new officers were created in that entire department, a 
secretary and clerk, and the result was effected in this way. 

“The Generai Land-Office, with all its heads, clerks, and 
machinery ; the Pension-Office, the Indian Department, the 
Patent-Office, with all their heads, clerks, and machinery, 
were transferred to this new department, without creating 
any new clerks, so that the entire expenses of this departinent 
to the Government, weuld be the salary of the Secretary of 
the Department, and his chief clerk—that was ail.’ 


Yes, that was all! If the gentleman, when he 
made these remarks, thought that the clerks em- 
ployed in the bureads to be transferred, were suf- 
ficient, how is it thathe does not think so now? 
If the Secretary of the Interior had applied to the 
President, he would have got the number of clerks 
to the amount, and in the manner, prescribed by 
law. Has the business increased since the termi- 
nation of the war? On the contrary, it has been 
daily diminishing. The increase of force author- 


ized by the late Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. | 
The | 


Walker, was made during a state of war. 
worst that could be said of him was, that he had 
acted in these cases without law. But the Secre- 
tary of the Interior had employed these clerks 
in violation of the eleventh section of the law creating 
this department. 

He conceived that this amendment was in viola- 
tion of the eighty-first rule of the House, and that 
the point of order made by the gentleman from 
Maryland yesterday was correct. These deficiency 
bills are now not simply bills for the supply of de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations of the present year, 
but to provide for the future, and to make, perma- 
nent provision for expenditures hereafter. If this 
amendment had only related to deficiencies in the 
act of last year, it would have been in order under 
the eighty-first rule; but as he conceived, it was to 
sanction the permanent establishment of clerks in 
this department, and these clerks appointed by the 


Secretary of the Interior in violation of law, he | 


thought it outof order under this rule. 

He could not, therefore, give his vote in favor of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. Let him produce here a bill for the relief 
of these clerks, and let it go through the regular 
forms of legislation, and he might be found voung 
for it. 

Mr. VINTON made an explanation, (Mr. 
KaurMan yielding the floor for the purpose,) but 
the purport of it was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. He was quite as 
anxious that the public business should go on as 
any gentleman in the Heuse, or as the gentleman 
from Ohio; but he would repeat, that there was 
sufficient power vested in the President, and the 
Secretary of this department, to carry on the busi- 
ness without acting in contravention of the law. 
The business had been carried on without this 
additional force during the war, and it had, from 
its close to the present, rather decreased than in- 
creased. 

Mr. VINTON specified the various bureaus 


which had been transferred to the Department of 


the Interior, and stated that the duties of this de- 
partment were complicated in their character, and 
required the force now employed. 

After some conversation between Mr. VINTON 
and Mr. SWEETSER, which could not be dis- 


tinctly caught, 
Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. He had satisfied 


himself, by reference to the facts and the law, that 
although there had previously existed a sufficient 
force in the different departments for the transac- 


tion of the business which had been transferred to 
the Department of the Interior, there were now 


| six additional officers authorized. These were 


the Secretary of the Interior and a chief clerk, a 
Commissioner of Customs and a chief clerk, and an 


assistant Secretary of the Treasury and a chief 


clerk. All these officers had high salaries, and 
they were all added to the force of the Treasury 
Department, to relieve the Secretary in the dis- 
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charge of his duties. The business in the Indian 
Department, and in the Pension Office, was less now 
than during the war, and yet the same establish- 
ment of clerks was keptup. And now an addi- 
tional force is advocated, and the gentleman from 
Ohio tells us that the business has increased. 

Mr. VINTON (Mr. Kaurmaw again yielding the 
floor) made a brief explanation as to the origin of 
the law by which the Department of the Interior 
was created. He had himself had interviews with 
Secretary Walker, and had freely interchanged 
opinions with the Secretary on the subject. e 
would not take on himself the responsibility of 
drawing the form for the bill, because he did not 
consider himself as possessing the knowledge suf- 
ficient to justify him in arranging the details of the 
new organization. He did not think it would have 
been safe in him to make a distribution of the 
clerks through the different bureaus, He pre- 
ferred that the Secretary, who understood the de- 
tails of the department, should draw the bill. He 
wished that the House should see that fhe bill was 
drawn by one who understood how the change of 
the bureaus would operate. He believed that the 
Secretary drew the bill with care and ability, and 
that he had made a very good bill of it. If he 
had made no worse mistake than this, which was 
alleged against him in relation to clerks, the ma- 
chinery would be found to work well. 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed, admitting that the 
statement of the gentleman from Ohio was cor- 
rect, as to the arrangement of the details of this 
bill. The recommendation of this measure .did 
come from Secretary Walker, and was sustained 
by a small portion of the Democratic party. He 
could not avoid, hawever, an expression of his as- 
tonishment that the recommendation of Secretary 
Walker, as to this matter, should have received 
the support of so large a portion of the Whigs of 
the House, while there were seventy-seven of the 
Democratic party who could not take the same 
favorable view of the Secretary's opinions. The 
fact, that the Whigs were just then coming into 
ower, while the Democrats were going out, might 
indeed have had its influence. It was very certain 
that the recommendation of the same Secretary, in 
favor of free trade, could not find but one advo- 
cate among the Whig party; while the recom- 
mendation of the creation of this department was 
received with great favor, and had but one Whig 
opponent. 

Mr. SCHENCK interposed a remark, that the 
Whigs discriminated between such measures as 
they thought proper to adopt or to reject. 

Mr. KAUFMAN resumed. Such measures as 
suited their views, and increased their patronage, 
they were always ready to take. He then paid a 
compliment to the official ability and fidelity of 
the late chef clerk of the Treasury, Mr. McClin- 
tock Young, and expressed his deep regret that 
** circumstances’’ should have rendered it neces- 
sary for him to break off his connection with the 
public service, to which he was an ornament, 
Whatever opinion that gentleman might have 
given in reference to this bill—however errone- 
ous-—was disinterested. The creation of the 
Department of the Interior was certainly intended 
to relieve the Secretary of the Treasury from a 
portion of the mass of business which devolved 
upon him; but it was not intended that it should 
be made the means of increasing the public ex- 
penditures, as now contended for. It had been 
remarked the other day, that to effect a great good, 
it might be lawful to doa litle wrong. But here, 
to effect very littke good—the relief of the clerks— 
a great wrong would be perpetrated, if the amend- 
ment passed. . 

He would not give his vote to legalize an act of 
usurpation on the part of the Secretary of the In- 
terior. If the bill was merely one for the relief 
of those clerks who had rendered services, no one 
would be disposed to go further in meting out 
justice than he would. But he would never con- 
sent to mix up the question of relief to these in- 
dividuals, with an act of usurpation of power on 
the part of an Executive officer. 

The Secretary of the Interior ought to have 
made his call on the President of the United 
States, as the provision in the laws required him 
todo. If that call had not produced the requisite 
assistance to carry on the business of the depart- 
ment, he could have presented himself to Con- 
gress, and shown that he had not the force which 
was necessary te unable him to carry out the 
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intentions of the law in creating the department. 
The House would then have given him the addi- 


tional force for which he applied, in order to | 
have enabled him to discharge promptly, accu- | 
ongress | 


rately, and faithfully, the duties which 
had devolved on him by the passage of the law 
organizing his department. But no call was made 
upon the President. The law has thus been mis- 
stated; and in the shape of relief to individuals, 
and under the guise of justice to a few clerks, we 
are asked to relieve the Secretary of the Interior 
from his dilemma, and to sanction a violation of 
law. The questions involved in the amendment, 
‘are separate and distinct. Let them be separated, 


and then the House can express an intelligent and | 


unembarrassed judgment as to each. 

Mr. JONES said that the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Vinron,] who had addressed the 
committee this morning, had given a very cor- 
rect and comprehensive account of the mode in 
which the.various Executive departments of the 
Government were constituted, how they were 
made up, and what machinery was requisite to 
keep them in motion. He had told the commit- 
tee that they were made up of various different 
bureaus, to which appropriate duties were as- 
signed, and that a Secretary was appointed over 
each department to direct and control its opera- 
tions. 


By reference to the act creating the Home Depart- | 


ment, or, as it was sometimes called, the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, it would be found that the 
General Land Office was transferred to that depart- 
ment—that the accounts of marshals, clerks, and 


Officers of the courts of the United States, the Indian | 


bureau, the Patent bureau, the Pension bureau, the 


taking and making returns of the census, the Pen- | 


itentiary, and a variety of other matters—were 
transferred to that department. Such were the 
several branches of the public service which, by 
the act creating the rlome Department, were taken 
from the departments to which they had previously 
belonged, and were combined under the super- 
vision and control of the head of the Department 
of the Interior. In making these transfers, the 
law alsovtransferred the chief officer and the several 
clerks, messengers, and employees attached to 
every one of the bureaus thus transferred, to that 
department. There was, then, no complaint that 
the law did not provide sufficient force to perform 
all the duties of these bureaus which bad previ- 
ously been performed by them. But as the office 
of Secretary of the Interior had been created, it 
was necessary, as the gentleman from Ohio had 
correctly stated, that there should be in the office of 
the Secretary proper, under his own immediate 
control, and about his person, clerks to perform 
the duties appertaining to the department, as the 
head of the various bureaus. 

The eleventh section of the act, which had been 
so repeatedly alluded to in the course of this de- 
bate, provided, as the author of this Department 
of the Intertor thought, and as the gentleman from 
Ohio thought at the time the bill was passed, the 
clerical force that was necessary to perform all re- 
quisite services in the immediate office of the 
Secretary of the Interior. The gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Viwron] had stated that the bill was 
drafted by the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
{Mr. Walker,] and that it was drafted ably and 
well. Now, the late Secretary of the Treasury, 
who recommended this Department of the In- 
terior, and who drafted the bill for its creation, 
had been for the space of four years, as the gen- 
tleman from Ohio had stated, at the head of the 
Treasury Department. He was familiar with its 
duties and its necessities, conversant with its busi- 
ness, in massand in detail; and on reference to this 
eleventh seetion, thus drafted by him, it would be 
seen, that the Secretary of the Interior should 
appoint a chief clerk, ata salary of two thousand 
doiiars a yeat. Now, where was the Secretary of 
the Interior to get the other clerks who might be 
necessary to discharge the duties of the office? 
The same Secretary of the Treasury, who had 
drawn the bill, made provision that, upon the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Interior, 
the President of the United Suites might transfer 
the clerks of the Treasury Department, who had 
heretofore performed the services which would 
thereafter, under that law, be required to be per- 
formed in the department of the Secretary of the 
Iwterior. Mr. Walker, therefore, who advised 
and drafted the bill, and the gentleman from Ohio, 
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who sustained it, must have believed that there 
were clerks in the Treasury Department sufficient 
to perform the duties in the Department of the In- 
terior; and Mr. Walker did not leave it discre- 
| tionary with the Secretary of the Treasury to 
transfer the clerks on the recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Interior; but that duty was de- 
volved upon the President of the United States, 
without consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury; and after they had been transferred, 
then the future appointment of these clerks to the 
| Department of the Interior was vested in the 
| Secretary of that department. 


| 
| 
| 
/ 


important duties were to be performed; that all the 


| five millions of dollars during the last year, had to 


be prepared and drawn by one of these clerks, 
before receiving the signature of the Secretary of 
the Interior; and that without this clerk, the whole 
, machinery of this branch of the public service 
| would be brought to a stand still. This was an 
important discovery—one, perhaps, which some 
gentlemen might be much gratified to hear of—for 
| it seemed that it did not require the enactment of 
the Wilmot proviso to stop the wheels of this 
Government, but that, according to the doctrine 
of the gentleman from Ohio, if the sum of $12,500, 





was to come toa halt. Now, he would ask the 
gentleman from Ohio—he would ask this com- 
| mittee—what would have been thestate of things if 
this bill, creating a Department of the Interior, had 
never become a law? Wotld not the Indian bu- 
} reau—would not the Pension bureau—would not 
the courts of the country, and all the other bureaus 
which had been transferred to the Department of 
the Interior, have been continued in existence, and 
would not their duties have been performed by the 
officers then in existence? Would not every one 
of these demands have been made upon the ‘T'reas- 
ury, and every one of these requisitions have 
been drawn up, and would net the money have 
been paid just as well without the creation of this 
department as with it? 1 think gentlemen on all 


would, and that there was, in fact, no increase of 
business under this law in any one of the depart- 
|; ments. Here were clerks required to be trans- 
ferred from the Department of the Treasury—di- 
rectly from the office of the Secretary of the ‘T'reas- 
ury proper—to the office of the Secretary of the 
Interior proper. Here, then, wasa large amount of 
business withdrawn from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and transferred to the Department of the 
Interior. The bill then provided that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall have an assistant 
secretary with a salary of three thousand dollars, 
| and a chief clerk to that assistant secretary with a 
salary of seventeen hundred dollars per annum. 
|The law also gave the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, a commissioner of customs, with a salary 
of three thousand dollars; and to that commis- 
sioner of customs a chit? clerk with a salary of 
| seventeen hundred dollars per annum. Thus four 
additional officers were created in the Treasury 
Department, and a few clerks were withdrawn 
to perform the duties in the office proper of the 
Secretary of the Interior. But the Secretary of 
the Interior disregarded the provision of the law, 
by looking alone, as we were to infer from his 
acts, to what he supposed the law should have 
been, not to what it was. He had appointed these 








clerks, not only without any law atall, but in 
violation of the plain letter of the law—that law 
which, ifhe (Mr. T.) was correctly informed, the 
Secretary was sworn to support and to execute. 

Much had been said about usurpation on the 
part of this officer, in appointing these clerks, who 
were not authorized by law. He would not go 
into that argument; but there was another point 
to which he wished to call the atiention of the 
committee, in relation to which he believed no re- 
marks had yet been made. 

A statement, coming from the Department of 
the Interior, had yesterday been read, showing that 
there were nine clerks there—one with a salary of 
$1,800; another with a salary of $1,500; three with 
a salary each of $1,400; and the others probably 
with a salary of $1,200 each. In the State Depart- 
ment, and he believed in each one of the Executive 
departments, the salary of the chief clerk was 
fixed by law at $2,000. Then, in the State De- 





The gentleman from Ohio had told us that very | 


requisitions, amounting to an aggregate of some | 


to pay for clerks, appointed in violation of law, | 
should not be appropriated, the Government | 


sides of the House must agree with me that they | 





rtment, there was one clerk—a ¢ 
Siuetay he believed—whose salary — $2,007 
The salaries of the other clerks in that departmen, 
ranged, he believed, from $800 to $1,600. J, “a 
Treasury Department, they ranged from $1,000 . 
$1,800; in the aor Department, they onde 
from $1,000 to $1,500; and in the Bost Office in 
partment, from $1,000 to $1,600. In the office oy 
the Attorney General, there was one clerk a: 
salary of $1,600. The salaries of these Uifferen 
clerks were fixed by law. The Secretary of ; 
Interior had not only taken the law-making Oven 
irto his own hands, so far as to create the Offices, 
but he had gone further. He had fixed thei, 
|| salaries—he had fixed one salary at $1,800; ano). 
er, at $1,600; and none of them did he put dowy 
lower than $1,200. The lowest of his salaries qiq 
| not come down as low as the lowest in the Other 
departments of the Government. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (scarcely hear 
in the distance) was understood to say that ti. 
gentleman was mistaken. The salaries of hp 
clerks in the Department of the Interior were py; 
| upon the same footing with the salaries of simi|q 
clerks in the Treasury Department. Mr. V. req, 
from the blue book the salaries of the clerks in the 
| Treasury Department. 

'| Mr. JONES desired to be informed by the gen. 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] whether the 
salaries of all these officers were not fixed by law? 

Mr. VINTON assented. 

Mr. JONES said he was complaining that Mr, 
|| Ewing had not oaly usurped authority to create 
|| officers without any authority of law, but that he 
|| had usurped the further power of fixing the rate 
|| of compensation. 

Mr. JONES then proceeded to show that the 
| salaries fixed by Mr. Ewing were higher than 
|, those of any other department except the Depart. 
| ment of the Treasury; and that they were not 
| brought as low as the lowest in each of the other 
| departments, including the Treasury. And he 
read the following extract from the statement 
| (marked A) of the number, salaries, and duties of 
|| the clerks employed in the Department of the In- 
|| terior: 

| These are all the clerks employed in this department. 
| They are barely sufficient to carry on the current business 
|| of the department. On extraordinary oceasions, sueh as 
|) the recent call of the House of Representatives for the 
| voluminous correspondence relating to affairs in California 
| and New Mexico, it has been found utterly impossible to 
comply with the demands of Congress, with the present 
foree, and it was necessary to employ several temporary 
clerks for a few days. 

“Mr. Mix, Mr. Evans, Mr. Whiting, and Mr. White, 
really belong to the bureaus from which they were trans- 
|| ferred, and their services were, under the last A iministra- 
tion, and are still, demanded there.”’ 

These officers (Mr. J. remarked) were now re- 
ceiving their salaries as clerks in these bureaus. 
Appropriations had been made in the appropria- 
tion bill of the last year; and now Congress was 
asked to include them in another estimate, if he 
understood it—to make another appropriation for 
the same purpose—in other words, to pay them 
two salaries in one year. Was this so? or hai 
the Secretary of the Interior withdrawn these off 
cers from the bureaus to which they belonged, and 
then filled the vacancies thus created by the ap- 
pointment of other persons? If so, he had, in his 
(Mr. J.’s) opinion, done great injustice, because 
he had got them out of their places, supplied 
these places with other incumbents, and if Congress 
should not pass a bill to legalize his unauthorized 
acts, these men, thus turned out of their places in 
the bureaus, must be thrust out of the public ser- 
vice. He did not think that when the commitiee 
came to look at the proposition, they could be in 
favor of legalizing these unauthorized acts of Mr. 
Ewing. He could not think that they would le- 
galize his acts, thus authorizing him to fix the sal- 
aries of persons in his department. One of these 
salaries he had fixed at the sura age 
being a higher amount than many of the gov 
eruats of the States received, and higher than the 
compensation of the judges of most of the States. 
The salaries of the other officers were in the same 
proportion. 

Of the gentlemen who had been appointed to these 
offices, he knew nothing, but he should not be sur 
prised, if, on inquiry, it should be found that the 
character, habits, and qualifications, and all that 
sort of thing, should turn out to be very mueh like 
those of a man whom he had once known, — 
only boast was, that he had never in his h 
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